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Genscher on Help for Soviet Union, CFE Treaty 


AU2012142591 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 20 Dec 91 pp 1-2 


[“fy.” report: “NATO Wants To Employ Soldiers for 
Help for Soviet Union™] 
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his concern about possible social unrest in some of these 
republics. This also includes the fact that, so far, control 
over 27,160 nuclear warheads belonging to the Soviet 
Armed Forces has not been ensured. So far, 18,175 of 
them have been deployed on Russian territory, 2,604 in 


ief measures. 
tiative, but he said that it is 
coordination of the help, an agreement must also be 


Alma-Ata on the weekend [21-22 December] where the 
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accession of the Asian republics to the “Commonwealth 
of Independent States” will be at issuc. 

Genscher said that, after the end of the Soviet Union, the 
point is to prevent the development of a political 
vacuum in the East. For this purpose, it is necessary to 
stop putting off the recognition of these republics. After 
the mecting in Alma-Ata, the NATO states are called 


Treaty. All countries of the Cooperation Council should 
be represented in it. At a later date, the representatives of 
the new republics should join them. The EC criteria on 


Spanish Minister Comments on Russian NATO Bid 
LD2012161391 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network 


from Brussels on the latest details of Yeltsin's letter and 
the reactions which may have been expressed in the past 
few minutes: 


Hernandez] The president of the Republic of Russia, 
Yeltsin, sent a letter to this meeting of the North 
Atlantic Cooperation Council in which he announced his 
intention to incorporate this republic into NATO. Today 
we are considering, Yeltsin says in the message, the 
question of Russia's membership of NATO as a long- 
term political obyective. 
This statement was complemented by a message of calm 
for the allies: the new Commonwealth of Independent 
States is prepared to consolidate peace and security, 
guarantee the international agreements signed by the 
former USSR, and ensure single control of nuclear 
weapons and their nonproliferation—this is, perhaps, 








: 
; 


[Begin Fernandez-Ordonez recording] | said once that 
we are riding on the back of history here and the fact is 
that we do not control this horse or this animal which is 


galloping along. [end recording] 


NATO's Woerner Interviewed on Soviet Collapse 


LD2112142791 London ITV Television Network 
in English 2230 GMT 20 Dec 91 


[Interview with NATO General Secretary Manfred 
Woerner in Brussels by correspondent James Cox in 
London on 20 December, from the “Newsnight” pro- 
gram—recorded] 


[Text] [Cox] Earlier, | asked NATO's Secretary General 
Manfred Woerner whether he agreed that the collapse of 
the Soviet Union was making Europe a much less secure 


place. 


[Woerner] Definitely not. It's more complicated, it's 
more differentiated, but the risk of a major confronta- 
tion has definitely gone away and | think will not 
reappear. So whai we are now doing is the transforming 
of our alliance, to adapt a more political role and to be a 
kind of reassurance against risks, and to make our 
contribution to build a new all European or Euro- 
Atlantic security architecture. 


[Cox] What is the problem, then, with simply inviting 
these countries, who want to join up, to come in— 
Czechoslovakia and indeed, perhaps in the long term, 
Russia as well? 


[Woerner] Well it's very simple. We want them to come 
closer to the alliance, we want them to be partners, we 
want them to exchange views, information, to consult 
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with us so that we can contribute to prevent crisis o7 to 
resolve them if they appear. 


[Cox] Jiri Dienstbier, who is the foreign secretary of 
Czechoslovakia, who is most anxious to have a much 
closer alliance with NATO, has said that he would seck 
help from NATO: In case we were in danger we should 
then demand the full protection of the Western alliance. 
That's quite a dangerous road for NATO to travel, is it 
not? That might involve Western troops intervening in a 
neighborly dispute somewhere in eastern Europe. 


[Woerner] First of all, our goal, our objective, is to 
prevent such cases. I think by cooperating with them, we 
make it much more unlikely that such a scenario would 
appear. That is part of the reason why we are doing what 
we are doing. Secondly, if such a situation would arise, 
we would consult with them and then we would have to 
decide if and what kind of action to take. 

[Cox] But in those circumstances, what would NATO 
actually do” 


[Woerner] Why should | speculate, now, on what we 
would do. First of all, that would depend on the situa- 
tion. Then it would depend on the attitude of our 
member nations. But everybody who wants or would be 
tempted to consider such a situation, should know that it 
would create a very serious situation with very serious 
consequences. That's all we will have to say. I will not 
speculate about scenarios. We want to prevent them. 


Woerner on Yeltsin Statement on Membership 


AU 2012205291 Mainz 3SAT Television Network 
in German 1820 GMT 20 Dec 91 


{Interview with NATO Secretary General Manfred 
Woerner by Ingrid Erkyn in Brussels on 20 December— 
recorded] 


[Text] [Erkyn] Mr. Woerner, the sensation of this day 
we a message from Russian President Boris Yeltsin, 
who expressed a readiness to join NATO. Did this come 
as a surprise to you” 


[Woerner] Yes, it did. | knew from previous talks with 
Russian representatives that there are such consider- 
ations, but they have never before been expressed so 
clearly. However, one must add Yeltsin spoke of a 
very long-term goal of Russian policy, and by no means 
of an application for membership. He said he wan 
raise this question. 

[Erkyn] Do you consider this as a symbolic gesture by 
Yeltsin designed to express his willingness to cooperate, 
or do you consider it a long-term operative goal” 


[Woerner] I do not believe that it really is an operative 
goal. Yeltsin wanted to make it clear that he realizes and 
acknowledges NATO's significance. He probably wanted 
to show that he 1s ready to continue and even strengthen 
cooperation that we started with the Soviet Union. Thus, 
I assess this signal as extraordinarily valuable. 
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[Erkyn] What will you do about this signal’? At what 
point do you consider Russian membership possibie” 
[Woerner] This question will not become topical in the 
next few months, and I would even say that it will not 
become topical in the next one or two years. | do not 
want to rule ing out. However, at the moment we 
have just taken a di step. We have established the 
Cooperation Council. We are tackling cooperation as an 
institutionalized form of consultation and cooperation. 
The outcome has to be awaited now. | am very optimistic 
in this connection. Then we will see. We are in the 
muddle of a process that will last for years, that we started 
one and a hah years ago, and that has yielded good 
results. However, as I just said, we must wait and see 
[Erkyn] Let me ask you another brief question about 
Russia. The message read by the Russian ambassador 
contained the explicit request that the term Soviet Union 
should be abandoned, which was done jinally. Does this 
mean that NATO will recognize the new sovereign states 
soon” 


[Woerner] NATO as an organization cannot recognize 
any states. We are no! a supranational, but an interstate 
alliance. Recognition is possible only by our member 
States. At least one member state—even two—already 
have taken this step. Others may follow. We have drawn 
up a catalogue of expectations that we view as the 
preconditions that must be fulfilled by interested states. 
However, | do not believe that the recognition process 
will be completed in the next two or three days. | do, 
however, proceed from the assumption that this step will 
be taken by our member states in the foreseeable future. 
We also will examine to what extent we will include these 
republics or states in our cooperation. | do not think that 
this will be complicated. 


[Erkyn] Do you intend to comply with Hungary's appli- 
cation for NATO membership, torether with Russia's 
request” 

[Woerner] Just like the Soviet Union, Hungary has not 
applied for membership. Hungary certainly would like to 
join NATO in the long run. These two countries are not 
the only ones. However, our member states are very 
cautious at the moment concerning decisions on appli- 
cations that might be submitted. First, we want to allow 
the process that has been initiated to unfold gradually. 
Later we will make decisions. However, it has become 
very clear that all countries are looking to NATO. We are 
the decisive source of stability. We want to develop 
closer ties with these states, and we want to contribute to 
their stability and security. But this does not necessarily 
involve immediate or early membership. 


[Erkyn] The Cooperation Council jointly adopted deci- 
sive steps today. What are they? 
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money. As a matter of fact, many of them have lost their 
yobs. We are seriously worried about this. 

[Erkyn] Let me ask you a final, brief question. What do 
the massive European changes mean for NATO's image 
of itself? 

[Woerner] NATO has changed its character fundamen- 
. Whereas we used to be the decisive force that 
prevented wars, we now are the decisive pillar of stability 
and security in a pan-European security structure, orga- 
nization, or whatever you want > call it. This means that 


5 


order in the whole of Europe. 
[Erkyn] Thank you very much, Mr. Woerner. 
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Croatia Warned To Seek Peaceful Settlement 


AU 2012151891 Paris AFP in English 1504 GMT 
20 Dec 91 


[Text] Brussels, Dec 20 (AFP)}—Several European 


among the EC countries and the dates set for recognition. 


The German cabinet decided Thursday to recognise the 
two breakaway republics and establish full diplornatic 
relations with them on January 15. 


Delors Ready To Remain EC President Until 1994 


AU 1912154091 Paris AFP in English 1528 GMT 
19 Dec 91 


[Text] Paris, Dec 19 (AFP)}—Frenchman Jacques Delors 
Delors’ current mandate as the head of the executive arm 


possible candidate for French president o prime min- 

ister in 1995. 

At a news conference here, Delors said: “If the Maas- 

tricht (European Community summit) treaties are rati- 
package 2° setting out 

for the period 1993-1997 is 


z 
g 
- 
i 





FBIS-WEL-91-246 
23 December 1991 


Secretary General Views Future of WEU 


PM20121 30991 Madrid ABC in Spanish 
9 Dec 91 pp 36-37 


[Interview with WEU Secretary General Willem van 
Eekelen by Ramon Luss Acuna in Pars, date not given] 


[Excerpts] [passage omutted] | Would you define 
the Western European Union Mr. Secretary 
General”? Nobody knows for certain whether it belongs to 
NATO or to the Community. It is betwiat and between. 


[Van Eekelen] It will be defined at Maastricht. So far it 
has been a transitional organization, at the same time the 
Atlantic alliance’s European pillar and the only Euro- 
pean defense institution 


[Acuna] Will a new WEU emerge from Maastricht” 
[Van Eekelen] Yes, | am certain. 
[Acuna] Do you believe that there is a resolute will to 


launched at the summit. and | hope to be able to have the 


1997 or 1998. 


[Acuna] Is it not a luxury to organize a collective defense 
of Europe now while having NATO” 


[Van Eekelen] Not as we see it, because it will be deeply 
embedded both in the Atlantic alliance and in the 
various countries’ national Armed Forces, and it will 
have no exclusive military units for the present. 
[Acuna] So what is its purpose” 


[Van Eekelen] It seems to me an important clement in 
the process of European convergence and essential in 
order to bolster th. Community's foreign policy. 


[Acuna] For the present only nine countnes belong to 1, 
do they not’ 


[Van Eekelen] But its prospects are very good. As you 
know, we have nine members at present, all the members 
of the Community excerpt Ireland and Denmark, which 
have decided not to join for the present, and Greece, 
which wishes to do so. 

[Acuna] Will Greece jon soon” 


[Van Eekelen] Greece should not join the WEU until the 
case of Cyprus, which pits it against Turkey, is resolved. 
We must not isolate Turkey. In any event, the criteria for 
the enlargement of the WEU wiil be laid down at 
Maastricht. 


[Acuna] Generous criteria? 











[Van Eekelen] That I want the WEU to attain the ability 

to conduct studies and military planning concerning the 

measures which must be adopted in each specific case. 
units 
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] It does, and for three reasons. In the first 
that France stands aloof from NATO and 
Well then, it is the first time through 

a clear contribution of French units to 
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up an armored divisson—thai 1s. around | 2.000 men—in 
Trier, and the aim i to have a European army corps. 
representing 40.000 men. 


[Acuna] Is Europe a secure area now” 


[Van Ecketen}] No. It is true that the threat posed by the 
Soviet Union 1s no longer very likely. In that respect. we 
are more secure than we were. but. on the other hand. the 
danger of war 1s much greater now in central and Eastern 
Europe [passage omitted) 


[Acuna] Do you belseve that the United States resents 
the WEU and Evropean defense” 


[Van Eckelen}] It has been a real process. Al first. 
Washington wanted nothing to be done that could anno 
the Soviets and mean a hypothetical new US. interven. 
tion in Europe in the future. Now i approves of the 
development of a European force which comcides with 
its interests as regards a gradual witadrawal from the old 
continent. [passage omitted] 

[Acuna] What attitude does Spain have in the WEL” 


[Van Eckelen] Always very positive. For instance, it is 
now very much inclined to form part of a WEU unit in 
Yugoslavia, if this is decided on. It did the same during 
the Gulf war. I will tell you more: If it had not been for 
the WEU, Spain would not have played the same role in 
that conflict. 


[Acuna] It is a good student, is it not” 


[Van Eckelen]} It could be one of the first countries to 
join in setting up a European army, alongside France and 
Germany, even if it is rather cautious at present. 


[Acuna] What is Spain's opinion of the WEU's proposals 
for Maastricht” 


[Van Eckelen}] With respect to setting up WEU military 
units with several assignments—that is, designating 
national or NATO units which the WEU can use-——Spain 
prime minister was one of the first European leaders to 
state this. He did so recently before the NATO Assembly 
in Madnd. 

[Acuna] However, Spain keeps a certain distance with 
respect to NATO. 


[Van Eekelen] Well, in any event, it has been much more 
skillful than France: It has had access to every important 


every decision concerning defense, and what is more. 
| attends 


where we welcome it, up until now it has missed a great 
deal of essential information. 


[Acuna] What is Spain's role within the WEU? 











* INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


Turkish Minister Evaleates European Relation: 


142112161691 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1540 GMT 21 Dec 91 


T cesene is tochinn 
towards Turkey more warmly and there has been definite 
softening in its approach towards this country Concluding 
contacts in Brussels and Bonn, Cetin evaluated 
T relations and said the issue of human 
rights did not come up during his contacts. 
Speakeng to A.A. reporter, Cetin said he sees it as an 
umportant change and 1s a result of the policy of the new 
government which carher announced it will solve the 
problems of human nghts and democracy in the country. 
Om Turkey's admission to the European Community 
(EC). he said Europe will prefer to first take European 


than Sol enombacchio il be somnpaatin. Cota anit 
European 


Genscher made a point that despite the refusal of Turkey's 
membership im the Western European Union (WEL), 
Turkey, as a NATO member, has been invited to take part 
in the activities of the WEL as an associate member. 
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AU 2312130991 Vienna ORF Teletext in German 


1302 GMT 23 Dec 91 


[Text] Austria will probably recognize the former Sov 
Mdinisor Mysentbovieks Bock sessed than 


Austria To Recognize CIS States in Jan 
Minister 
with this issue on 9 January, he said. 
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Myasnikovich also met with Chancellor Vrani zk: 


today 
[Studio interview with Foresgn Minister Alors Mock by 


Mock Discusses Dissolution of Soviet Union 
Paul Schulmeister—tive] 


AU 2212194891 Vienna ORF Television Network 
in German 1000 GMT 22 Dec 91 
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the next five years” 


;Mock] | would say that regarding Moscow and the care 
of Belarus and the Ukraine, this will be done next year. 
Regarding the others, this may be done at the end of the 
year or in the next few years. | would say in 1992 or 
1993. [passage omitted) 


ment pul out, saying that “now in particular it is espe- 
cially important to demonstrate a unified position of the 


[“red.” report: “Controversy in the EC and in Vieana™} 


[Excerpts] Vienna—While [Thomas] Aiestil, the Aus- 
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president at the proper time to authorize him to make 
the formal steps required for recognition.” 


In contrast to this, the Foreign Ministry defined an 
official term in the question of recognition for all mis- 
sions abroad. Accordingly, the recognition of the new 
Yugoslav republics was divided into two parts. The first 
part was already implemented by the foreign minister; 
the second part will be implemented on 15 January. 
Thus, Austria has chosen a course of action similar to 
that of the EC, it was stated. [passage omitted] 


Chancellor Vranitzky and his Czechoslovak counterpart 
Calfa agreed that unilateral efforts regarding recognition 
would not defuse the crisis in the Balkan state. “Unilat- 
eral efforts regarding recognition are not expedient,” 
Vranitzky stated after an unexpected talk with Calfa in 
Prague on 20 December. 

“Tt is an illusion to believe that recognition alone will put 
an end to the On the contrary, the real work on 
a peaceful solution for Yugoslavia will only start after- 
ward,” Vranitzky said. Therefore, the community of 
States must already clarify now how it will act after 
recognition, he said. [passage omitted] 

Klesiil told DIE PRESSE that not only the formal 
recognition of the Yugoslav republics but of the former 
Soviet republics will probably be discussed at the next 
cabinet session on 9 January. In a Foreign Ministry 
report to the cabinet, it is planned to authorize the 
foreign minister to recognize former Soviet republics 
that wish this. [passage omitted] 

“My statement to tne parliament was the policcal rec- 
ognition of Croatian and Slovene independence! That is 
settled, it no longer makes sense to discuss this further.” 
In an interview with DIE PRESSE, Mock insisted yes- 
terday on his position that only the implementation of 
recognition is necessary. According to Mock, the *-hed- 
uled date is 15 January and it indeed requires a new 
cabinet decision. The process of recognition has two 
parts: political recognition (which, according to Mock, 
took place in the parliament) and the completion of the 
Austrian Government formalities required for the imple- 
mentation of recognition. 

“I repeatedly stated in the past few days that for the 
implementation of these necessary formalities | will 
approach the cabinet, in order be authorized by the 
president before 15 January to take the necessary steps. 
Almost all European states have taken this course of 
action,” the foreign minister said. [passage ornitted] 


Mock: Croatia Recognition To Lift Arms Embargo 


LD2212222791 Belgrade TANJUG in English 
1838 GMT 22 Dec 91 


[Text] Vienna, December 22 (TANJUG)—Austrian For- 
cign Minister Alois Mock said on Sunday [22 December] 
that one of the reasons why the Yugoslav Republic of 
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Croatia should be recognized as soon as possible was that 
it would make possible the lifting of the arms embargo. 
Mock said this in a television programme, adding thai 
this was in the interest of Austria's «ccurity and that it 
did not mean support to Croatia in its war against the 
Yugoslav Republic of Serbia. 


Neutral Austria must not take part in such activities also 
because they are banned under its own law on imports, 
exports and transport of military equipment, said Cap. 


First 9 Months of SFRY Trade Relatively Good 


AU231212169i Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
23 Dec 91 p 9 


reouts” as fr wade with the crombling mukination 


changed considerably because of the effects of the war 
and the sanctions imposed by the EC against Serbia and 
Montenegro. 


AU1912182791 Sofia BTA in English 1702 GMT 
19 Dec 91 


[“Exclusive” report by BTA correspondent Tsvetana 
Delibaltova from Vienna] 
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[Text] Vienna, December 19—Bulgaria’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Stoyan Ganev, who is paying a two-day 
official visit here, was received today by Austrian Chan- 
cellor Fraaz Vranitzky and President Kurt Waldheim 
and continued his talks with Foreign Minister Alois 
Mock. 

At a news conference after the talks Mr. Mock expressed 
satisfaction with the first visit by a Bulgarian politician 
after the country’s complete democratization and Aus- 
tria’s readiness to support the democratic processes in 
the countries of Eastern Europe. Mr. Ganev assessed the 
talks as friendly, candid and well-intentioned. He said 
that after October 13 (when the Union of Democratic 
Forces won the general elections) Bulgaria is a different 
country and the fact that the Communist Party is in 
opposition is historic for a Balkan state, moreover that it 
was removed without any bloodshed or revolutionary 
means but only by means of peaceful parliamentary 
elections. “Bulgaria is turning into an island of stability 
in probably the most unstable part of Europe and not 
only of Europe,” he said. 


In his talks with Mr. Franz Vranitzky and Mr. Alois 
Mock, Mr. Ganev set forth the firm resolve of the new 
Bulgarian Government to maintain stability in Bulgaria 
on a political and ethnic basis and to contribute to 
stability in the Balkans. 


The conclusion of an investment guarantee agreement 
was considered at the talks with Mr. Vranitzky. Actien 
will be taken on the matter as carly as in January 1992. 
Ar agreement on a rescheduling of Bulgaria's debt to 
Austria was also on the agenda. 


Mr. Ganev elaborated for the press on Bulgaria's stand 
on a recognition of the Yugoslav republics. “There is talk 
of Slovenia and Croatia, but we would remind that there 
are also the republics of Macedonia, as weil as of Bosnia 
and Hercegovina. The act of recognition should be 
multilateral. We support the efforts of the EC and the 
UN for a peaceful settlement of the problems. We want 
strict observance of the existing borders of Yugoslavia 
and the Yugoslav republics and we insist on the appoint- 
ment of international observers along the borders, which 
is a proof that Bulgaria does not intervene in the prob- 
lems of the Yugoslav republics,” he said. Mr. Ganev 
stressed that Bulgaria will remain committed to its policy 
of complete non-intervention in the affairs of the people 
living in the territory of Yugoslavia, Macedonia 
included. 


The chief Bulgarian diplomat went on to say that Bul- 
garia will soon pass a new Foreign Investment Act which 
will provide liberal terms and will guarantee investors’ 
interests. He said that Austria had submitted a draft 
agreement on economic cooperation which will be care- 
fully studied and Bulgaria will soon take appropriate 
action on it. 

The Bulgarian foreign minister said that Bulgaria needs 
Austria's assistance. “Part of the BCP [Bulgarian Com- 
munist Party] property has been privatized. Newfangled 


[“kli” report: “No Spark Must Cross the Border™] 


[Text] “We must not permit a single spark to cross 
Yugosiavia’s borders,” Bulgarian Foreign Minister 
Stoyan Ganev said about the conflict in his neighboring 
country during a visit to Vienna. His country insists on 
having international observers sent to the Bulgarian side 
of the common border with Yugoslavia. Bulgaria sup- 
ports the UN and EC efforts for a peaceful solution and 
is “for strict recognition of the borders on the Balkan and 
of the internal borders in Yugoslavia.” 


The recognition of individual republics should take place 
multilaterally, the foreign minister said. If the EC coun- 
tries and the countries of the European Free Trade 
Association recognize Slovenia and Croatia, “Bulgaria 
will not have any reason to continue thinking about it.” 
Ganev !. spes “that this act will lead to peace and not the 
opposite.” 


German Industrialist's Relative Kidnapped, Freed 


LD2112085191 Berlin ADN in German 0145 GMT 
21 Dec $i 


{Text} Vienna (ADN)}—The brother-in-law of the 
German industrialist and billionaire Karl-Friedrich 
Flick, who was kidnapped on 19 December, is free. 
Austrian security forces freed 26-year-old Guenter 
Ragger from the clutches of his kidnapper in the center 
of Vienna on Friday night/Saturday morning, APA 
reports. The kidnapper, whose identity is not known, 
was arrested. The Interior Ministry in Vienna said that 
an intensive search is under way for accomplices. It said 
the ransom moncy was handed over before the release. 
The moncy was found in the possession of the kidnapper 
and seized. 


Ragger was kidnapped near his home in Bad St. Leon- 
hard on Thursday. The culprits had demanded a i0 
million German mark ransom for Ragger's release. 
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National Bank Raises Interest Rates 20 Dec 


AU2012130791 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
20 Dec 9i pl 


[APA report: “National Bank Follows Suit With Raising 
Interest Rates”) 


[Text] Vienna—The Austrian Natio. ‘i Bank has raised 
its prime rate by 0.5 percent. The viscount rate was 
raised from 7.5 percent to 8 percent, the Lombard rate 
from 9.25 to 9.75 percent. 


AUSTRIA il 


The National Bank thus reacted to a measure taken by 
the German Bundesbank, which had raised its prime rate 
to the same extent a few hours earlier. 

In a statement the Austrian National Bank said that it was 
taking this decision to prevent a drain of foreign currency 
and, at the same time, affirm the policy of stabili-_. 

The increase in the prime rate, which will become effective 
as of 20 December, is the third increase this year. The 
current prime rate is the highest in the history of the Second 
Republic. Only the discount rate in 1924 and 1925, which 
oscillated between 10 and 15 percent, was higher. 
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Belgium 


King Asks PSC Leader To Form Government 


LD1912183191 Brussels La Une Radio Network 
in French 1700 GMT 19 Dec 91 


[Excerpts] It is Melchior Wathelet, aged 42, the current 


following the failure of the Verhofstadt effort. 


Mr. Wathelet, a Walloon, has been a minister since 1981 
and is a fervent supporter of dialogue between the com- 
munities, while rejecting the idea of a two-tier Belgium. He 
has already announced that he intends to work discreetly 
and that he would not be finished before January. 


At midday today, after the meeting of the Socialist Party 
bureau, Guy Spitaels said that he could not accept less 
than the proposals which the previous formateur [person 
charged with forming government}, Guy Verhofstadt, a 
Fleming, had put to him. To summarize, Guy Verhofs- 
tadt’s proposals concern budgetary norms, the imme- 
diate devolution of agriculture and external trade to the 
regions, the involvement of the regional executive bodies 
in the debate in parliament on state reform, the imme- 
diate injection of fresh funds for the French community 
to pay teachers and the non-commercial sector, and the 
abolition of individual responsibility for pension funds. 
The last two points arouse opposition particularly in the 
Christian People’s Party [CVP]. [passage omitted] 

As for the former formateur, Guy Verhofstadt, he gave 
explanations today concerning his failure, and he considers 
that the Flemish Socialists are the main party responsible. 
The Flemish Socialists are afraid of change and would prefer 
to continue to govern with the other vanquished party of 24 
November, the CVP, he said. [passage omitted] 


Zaire’s Prime Minister Nguza Visits Belgium 


Nguza on Relations 
LD2012210491 Brussels La Une Radio Network 
in French 1600 GMT 20 Dec 91 


[Text] Zairian Prime Minister Nguza Kari-l-Bond is con- 
tinuing his visit to Belgium. This visit is not really official, 
but he is meeting many people. He has met Wilfred Mar- 
tens, Mark Eyskens, and Belgian businessmen. It is more 
like a mission of good offices. He may achieve a thaw in the 
relationship between Belgium and Zaire. In any case, the 
Zairian prime minister says that he wants to work toward a 
more democratic situation and the respect of human nghts 
in his country, both of which Belgium is calling for. Nguza 
Karl-I- Bond will also suggest that his government lift the 
sanctions imposed against our country after the crisis which 
followed the Lubumbashi massacre. [Name indistinct] inter- 
viewed Zairian Prime Minister Nguza Karl-I-Bond: 


{Begin recording) [Kari-I-Bond] If, as far as the Belgians 
are concerned, the preconditions are simply to make the 
process of democratization irreversible and respect 
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human rights, there is, for us, no problem at all. On my 
return I shall, at the cabinet meeting, put the question of 
lifting the sanctions in a positive way so that the situa- 
tion can be opened up and calmed down, and the way 
can be cleared for the resumption of cooperation 
between our two countries. 


(Unidentified correspondent} Will President Mobutu 
have a say in this decision? It is he who made the 
aesieton ont Sosa in tim feaaiant 
[Kari-I-Bond] Constitutionally the Zairian Government 
is one that has total control in the management of the 
state's affairs. Of course, it is obliged constitutionally to 
keep the head of state fully informed, and before my visit 
to Belgium I kept the head of state fully informed. The 
president is not against even the resumption of cooper- 
ation between Zaire and Belgium, or | would not have 
come here, and there would have been a problem 
between the government and the head of state. 


[Correspondent] Then there is the other demand for an 
international enquiry into the massacre in Lubumbashi. 


[Kari-I-Bond] If I had heard a demand of this sort | 
would have mentioned it to you. [end recording] 


Eyskens on Relations 


LD2012213191 Brussels La Une Radio Network 
in French 1700 GMT 20 Dec 91 


[Text] It is too early to speak of a normalization of 
relations between Belgium and Zaire. The visit by 
Zairian Prime Minister Nguza Karl-I-Bond will, none- 
theless, allow the resumption of a practically official 
dialogue. Belgium is maintaining its demands for a move 
to democracy in the Zairian regime, but this visit has 
ended with a misunderstanding. For Mr. Kari-I-Bond, 
Belgium is no longer calling for an international enquiry 
into the massacre in Lubumbashi. 


That being so, listen to Foreign Minister Mark Eyskens’ 
response when he spoke to Michel Colen: 


[Begin recording] [Eyskens] We have not changed our 
position. The Zairian prime minister knows very well 
that we want to completely clear this up, and that the 
way to do this is to call on the United Nations Commis- 
sion on Human Rights, as all countries do, and Mr. 
Karl-I-Bond said that they have nothing to hide; in fact 
he himself took a very tough standpoint on the Lubum- 
bashi affair. We had a conversation yesterday lasting 
some 25 minutes, and we spoke of all the problems. 


[Colen] But Lubumbashi was never mentioned? 


[Eyskens}] Yes, | said that we must clarify the situation 
concerning the many incidents, of which Lubumbashi was 
one. He replied, yes, we are in fact ready to do this. We also 
want to become more credible by telling the international 
community that we want to respect human rights, and to do 
this we are ready to call on the international bodies that 
exist for this purpose. [end recording] 
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Government To Examine CIS Agreement, Proposals 


LD2112195391 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1836 GMT 21 Dec 91 


{By Chris Moncrieff, PRESS ASSOCIATION political 
editor] 


[Text] Britain is set to study the agreement reached today 
in which 11 East European [as received] republican 
leaders formed a Commonwealth of Independent States 
[CIS] to replace Mikhail Gorbachev's Soviet Union. And 
the Foreign Office said in particular Britain would want 
to examine proposals for control of the armed forces and 
armaments. 


The conference left important economic and military 
questions unanswered. The leaders, meeting at Alma-Ata 
in Kazakhstan, said the Soviet Union no longer existed 
and Mr Gorbachev, who transformed the superpower in 
less than seven years in power, no longer had a job. 


A Foreign Office spokesman said: “With our Western 
partners and allies, we have stressed the prime impor- 
tance of arrangements to preserve peaceful and stable 
relations between the republics to ensure secure control 
of nuclear and other armaments and acceptance of the 
obligations and commitments of the Soviet Union to 
arms control, non-proliferation, human rights, debt and 
so On. 


“Against this background, we shall need to study the 
details of the agreement reached at Alma-Ata. In partic- 
ular we will want to examine the proposals for control of 
the armed forces and armaments.” The spokesman 
added: “It is encouraging that republican leaders are 
negotiating arrangements in a peaceful way between 
themselves.” 


Former Hostage Denies Knowledge of North's Deals 
LD2212154191 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1445 GMT 22 Dec 91 


[By Jackie Burdon, PRESS ASSOCIATION] 


[Text] Freed Church of England envoy Terry Waite 
today categorically denied any knowledge of Colonel 
Oliver North's arms for hostages dealings with Iran. 
“There is no way in which the Church could or would 
have any dealings whatsoever in arms for hostages, nor 
for that matter, in paying ransom for hostages,” he said 
in his first full interview since his release from nearly five 
years of captivity in Lebanon. He disclosed he was 
sub ected to beatings and mock executions during his 
't when he convinced his captors he had been 
onestly in his efforts to free western hostages in 
vere were no more assaults. 


Mr. Waite was kept in solitary captivity for four years, 
longer than any other hostage. He put paid to reports 
that his health is poor, saying that he had lost some 
capacity in his lungs because of a bad bronchial infec- 
tion, but thanks to all at RAF [Royal Air Force] 
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Lyneham in Wiltshire, where he recuperated after his 
release on November 19, he was now much better. “You 
wouldn't expect to be 100 percent after five years in a 
dark room, it takes time, bui I'm good,” he told BBC 
Radio 4°s The World This Weekend. 


Mr. Waite told Radio 4's religious correspondent Mike 
Wooldridge it would have been “ridiculous” for him as a 
Church of England envoy to be involved in any arms for 
hostages deal. “I would not have had any part of it,” he 
said. Nor was it true he had worn a tracer bug provided 
by Oliver North when negotiating with hostage takers. 
He was searched down to the skin—and even teeth—by 
hostage-taking groups when he met them, he said. “If 
there was any bugging device on me I would have been a 
dead man,” he said. 


He said he met North less than 20 times, because the 
White House aide was the representative of the U.S. 
Administration trying to get hostages released at the 
time. “It was inevitable one would relate in that way,” he 
said. Mr. Waite said the meetings could be put in context 
in that he met unnamed representatives of other govern- 
ments and interested groups as many times during his 
mission. 


Of the Oliver North affair, Mr. Waite admitted: “With 
hindsight I would have done things differently.” But it 
was a complex situation in which he had to be suspicious 
of everybody he dealt with, he said. “You are just 
walking through a minefield and one day you may tread 
on a mine. I trod on a mine.” 


Mr. Waite said he did not feel he had been totally 
North's dupe, and claimed some hostage releases were 
the result of his efforts. “I do believe there is evidence 
that Martin Jenko and Ben Weir were released as an 
encouragement to the Church,” he said. 


Of his decision to return to Beirut after the Irangate 
affair broke, Mr. Waite said he did not want to desert the 
hostages. “I thought if I stand on truth I have nothing to 
fear, even if my life goes,” he said. He took responsibility 
for his own capture, he said. 


Mr. Waite said he first realised he had been taken 
hostage himself when his abductors, supposed to take 
him to negotiations, showed him through a trap door 
into a cell. During months of interrogation he was kept 
blindfold, and visited in the early hours of the morning 
by captors, he said. They beat him on the soles of the 
feet, he said, and showed him a gun, telling him he had 
hours to live. He said his faith carried him through: “It is 
just something that quietly sustains. | would say to 
myself, you can do your worst, but you can't destroy 
me.” He declined to disclose the full horrors of his 
ordeal. 


Mr. Waite also disclosed that he was often in the centre 
of the Lebanese civil war during his captivity, on one 
occasion being left chained in a bathtub while shells 
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scored a direct hit on the building next door. He heard its 
occupants crying and screaming in terror, and said he 
thought: “This is the hottest bath I have ever had.” 


During his four years of solitary confinement, Mr. Waite 
had no more than a bible and essential toiletries, and felt 
the lack of writing material keenly, he said. He once 
spent a weekend ing an entire novel about his 
childhood in his head, he said, and also fantasised he was 
setting off on a solo voyage round the world, and stocked 
his yacht. Other times he carried out complex mental 
arithmetic in his head. 

His first contact with other hostages was tapped mes- 
sages he exchanged with American journalist Terry 
Anderson on the other side of the wall. Anderson told 
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him [Archbishop of Canierbury] Dr. Runcie had 
resigned, and of the fall of the Berlin Wall, he said. 


Mr. Waite spoke frankly about his rift with the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury—his employer—before that fateful 

trip. “I became very emotionally thin, and became 
clita od ho aataaa | Gta ene Es Oe Ce 
and my dear old friend Dr. Robert Runcie, I admit that,” 
he said. “When I had time to meditate on things in 
captivity I was able to get things into balance, and say, 
well, we did what we could.” 


He praised the treatment he received at RAF Lynche™., 
and his friends and family who he said had borne an 
ordeal of their own. “They are great people, all of them,” 
he said. 














FBIS-WEU-91-246 
23 December 1991 


Formal Recognition Extended to Croatia, Slovenia 
LD2312104191 Hamburg DPA in German 1022 GMT 
23 Dec 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)—With the handing over of President 
Richard von Weizsaecker's letters in Zagreb and Ljubl- 
jana, today the Federal Republic gave official recogni- 
tion as independent states to the Republics of Croatia 
and Slovenia. The Foreign Ministry announced that the 
letters were presented by the Consuls-General Guenther 
Seibert in Ljubljana and Hans Julius Boldt in Zagreb 
(Croatia). According to EC resolutions, diplomatic rela- 
tions will be established on 15 January. The Foreign 
Ministry statement emphasized that in the view of the 
Federal Government both republics meet the precondi- 
tions for recognition. The need to meet this catalogue of 
criteria as regards the observance of human and minority 
rights and the inviolability of borders was agreed on by 
the EC. On 15 January the consulates-general in the two 
capitals will be changed into embassies and their heads 
appointed ambassadors. 


Bonn’'s Recognition of Slovenia, Croatia Viewed 
AU2012145491 Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 
20 Dec Yi pl 


[Dieter Buhl commentary: “The Reward of Speed”) 


[Text] The skepticism following the Maastricht summit 
was justified. At their meeting at the beginning of this 
week the |2 foreign ministers demonstrated how diffi- 
cult it still is for the EC to formulate a joint foreign 
policy. The quarrel over the recognition of Slovenia and 
Croatia marked the climax of a confusing policy toward 
Yugoslavia on the part of the EC. Only fear of another 
humiliating failure drove the Council of Ministers to a 
compromise in the wee hours of the morning. 


Hans-Dietrich Genscher was the one who persisted tire- 
lessly for agreement. He had every reason for his efforts. 
There was a threat of Germany's isolation and thus a 
painful defeat of his diplomacy. By making the 11 
partners move along the line of recognition he has 
achieved a big success. It was a complete surprise and the 
Germans may breathe a sigh of relief. The EC decision to 
recognize Croatia and Slovenia on 23 December and to 
implement recognition on 15 January, if all conditions 
have been fulfilled, extracts the FRG Government from 
the mess. Did Bonn react more sensitively than other 
capitals to the daily television pictures of death and 
misery? Were Kohl and company driven to speed by the 
fear of waves of refugees from the Balkans? Does “typi- 
cally German” rigorousness come through when the 
calculations of statesmen are subordinated to the right of 
self-determination? Officially, up to now the FRG Gov- 
ernment has cited, above all, concern for political cred- 
ibility as the motive for its urgency. Whoever talks about 
recognition as often as the FRG Government has done 
does indeed lose credibility if nothing happens. The 
Germans in the forefront of recognition—this is also a 
educational example of how domestic pressure can lead 
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to foreign policy boldness. What started in July with the 
critical question of Volker Ruche, Christian Democratic 
Union Secretary General, about “the moral bases of our 
foreign policy” and the demand to initiate the process of 
recognizing Slovenia and Croatia had become an inde- 
pendent movement since then. Neither Kohl nor Gen- 
scher were long able to resist the urging of the coalition 
partners, above all of the Christian Social Union. With 
increasing frequency they used the centroversial R-word 
and, at the same time, defused the criteria for its imple- 
mentation. Whereas in summer the chancellor felt “com- 
mitted to joint action by the EC,” by late autumn he 
considered the biggest possible number of partners suf- 
ficient for implementing recognition. 


The FRG Government was forced to act. As happened 
with its failed linkage in Maastricht—political union 
does not have the same weight as economic and mone- 
tary union in the new treaties—here, too, it might easily 
have overestimated its leverage. The new German meg- 
alomania? Hans-Dietrich Genscher can indeed claim 
credit for pushing through, together with his French 
counterpart Dumas, a list of criteria for the future 
recognition of young states; in this process the EC will 
primarily orient itself toward the principles of the Hel- 
sinki Final Act and the Paris Charter. However, Bonn’s 
forging ahead for the benefit of Slovenia and Croatia 
harbored great risks. 


Germany against the rest of the world—it is a depressing 
constellation. This is what emerged when our most 
important friends—France, Great Britain, and the 
United States—and the UN secretary general urgently 
warned against recognition at the present moment. His- 
tory has confirmed the world’s fear of a German solo 
action. Twice Germany played a disastrous role in the 
Balkans: in 1914 as the unconditionally loyal ally of the 
Habsburg empire against the Serbs; in World War II as 
the oppressor of Yugoslavia and the godfather of the 
vassal state, Croatia. In the EC Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
was able to sweep away the shadows of the past. 


As the pioneer of recognition, the FRG will draw many 
brickbats. Whatever terrible things happen in Yugosla- 
via—ill-wishers might get the idea of pillorying Ger- 
many's haste as the reason. There have already been 
voices speaking of a dangerous case of precedence for the 
entire east and wanting to hold precisely the helpful FRG 
responsible for all coming upheavals. Since the EC is 
now following a common line, it will be more difficult to 
point the finger at Bonn. 


The FRG Government has advanced far ahead—and has 
won for the time being. Those who enter the Balkan chaos 
may easily come to harm. However, this certainty must 
continue to be overshadowed by the justified outrage at the 
war in the middle of Europe. Putting an end to the 
bloodshed is also the business of the Germans. However, 
they in particular can take over this task only by standing 
shoulder to shoulder with their friends and partners. 
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Genscher: Recognize New Soviet States Early 


AU2312095891 Hamburg BILD AM SONNTAG 
in German 22 Dec 91 pp 4-5 


{Interview with Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Gen- 
scher by F. Weckbach-Mara; place and date not given: 
“Genscher: The New Soviet States Should Be Recog- 
nized Quickly”) 


[Text] [Weckbach-Mara] When will the FRG Govern- 
ment officially recognize the new states of the former 
Soviet Union? 


[Genscher] I think that after the conference in Alma-Ata, 
prompt recognition by the EC states is necessary. The 
FRG Cabinet has authorized me to take the necessary 
steps in coordination with the chancellor. 
[Weckbacti-Mara] Who has the key to the nuclear 
weayons ~* the former USSR? 


[Genscherj For the Commonwealth of Independent 
States there must be a common responsibility of the four 
republics on whose territory the nuclear weapons are 
stationed. There must be but one button. Control of 
nuclear weapons must be guaranteed. No new danger to 
security must arise. 


[Weckbach-Mara] Are the nuclear weapons still safe 
today? 


[Genscher] At the moment yes. However, this does not 
apply to the nuclear power plants. Chernobyl is a 
warning memorial, and the dangers still exist unabated. 
Therefore, we must help to make these nuclear power 
plants safer. 


—— Does President Gorbachev have any 
ture? 


[Genscher] He and Eduard Shevardnadze have created a 
high degree of trust in their country abroad. The new 
sovereign states can now rely on this trust. 


[Weckbach-Mara] How seriously do you take the warn- 
ings about hunger revolts? 


[Genscher] We must take the danger of famine, above all 
in the big cities, seriously. Therefore, it is urgently 
necessary for the Western states to provide concrete 
help. Then concern about a hunger revolt will also 
disappear. We must alleviate misery so as to prevent 
despair. 

[Weckbach-Mara] Do we have to tighten our belts in 
order to provide this aid” 

[Genscher] Germany has already provided as much help 
to the states in Central and Southeast Europe as all other 
States in the world together. Now the others are called 
upon to participate in accordance with their capacity. 
This is an appeal to the European, North American, and 
Asian democracies, but also to the rich Gulf states. 
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[Weckbach-Mara] How can the world prevent wars like 
the one in Yugoslavia in the future? 


[Genscher] Crises must be tackled politically and eco- 
nomically in time. In addition, a seCurity council for 
Europe should be established under the roof of the 
United Nations and the CSCE so that the Europeans can 
act jointly in a crisis. 


[Weckbach-Mara] Should the Bundeswehr participate in 
European armed forces? 


[Genscher] It is already doing this within the NATO 
area—outside, as soon as the constitutional conditions 
for that have been met. 


[Weckbach-Mara] Will this security council also be com- 
petent if unrest breaks out in the Russian Republic or in 


neighboring states” 


[Genscher] We do not yet have a European security 
council. , it is NOW necessary to integrate the 


[Weckbach-Mara] How will NATO change now? 


[Genscher] NATO is a peace alliance. On the basis of the 
proposal presented by Secretary of State Baker and 
myself, since yesterday the North Atlantic Cooperation 
Council has been in existence. It establishes a big North 
Atlantic security area from Vancouver to Viadivostok 
through a security partnership between the members of 
NATO and the former members of the Warsaw Pact. 
Thus the basic structures of our concept for establishing 
new European security architecture—following German 
unification—thus exists together with the EC, the CSCE, 
and the Council of Europe. 


Genscher Sees Commonwealth as ‘Logical Outcome’ 


LD2212141191 Berlin ADN in German 1233 GMT 
22 Dec 91 


ey Baden-Baden (ADN)—Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher has said that the latest events in the 
disintegrating empire are the logical outcome of the cur- 
rent development in the Soviet Union. In the 
was the process of democratization launched by Mikhail 
Gorbachev, Genscher said on Suedwestfunk radio this 
morning— one day after the founding of the Common- 
wealth of Independent States [CIS] in Alma-Ata. 


The will of the republics for sovereign independence is at 
the same time a rejection of the old centralist structures 
which had suppressed the identity of the many peoples 
and nations of the Soviet Union. At the same time 
Genscher warned against the emergence of a vacuum. If 
the CIS is taking the place of the old USSR then the 
West's present policy toward the soviet Union will now 
have to be transferred to its legal successor. The new 
grouping should be included in international relations. 
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This means obligations on both sides. The West should 
cooperate closely with the new states, vad the republics 
should take over the obligations of the Soviet Union. 
This applies above all to the areas of arms, including and 
especially nuclear weapons. Genscher said in this con- 
nection that he expects that the nuclear armed forces will 
continue to be under a single command. [passage 
omitted] 


Genscher on Troops, Nukes 


LD2212175391 Hamburg DPA in German 1640 GMT 
22 Dec 91 


[Excerpts] Bonn (DPA)}—A comprehensive treaty will 


Zienko, during a mecting in Bonn on 21! December. 
[passage omitted] 


Following a talk with Zienko, Bernd Wilz, defense policy 
spokesman of the Christian Democratic Union/ 


soldiers on Ukrainian territory, Bn Bay Bed. po 
Ukrainians. Among the officers the proportion is 80 
percent. Moreover, it became clear during the talk that 
the intention is to render all nuclear weapons on Ukrai- 
nian territory inoperable following the 

heads of states and government in Minsk on 30 
December, Wilz said. 


Ukraine's Zlenko Meets Chancellery Minister 
LD2112134391 Hamburg DPA in German 0959 GMT 
21 Dec 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Ukrainian Foreign Minister Ana- 
toliy Zienko met with Friedrich Bohl, minister in the 
Chancellor's Office, for an exchange of views in Bonn 
today [21 December]. It centered on the current situa- 
tion in the Soviet Union. Zienko will also discuss future 
relations between Bonn and Kiev with Foreign Minister 
According to the Federal Government, Zlenko stressed 
Ukraine's determination to be a democratic, nuclear 
weapons-free, and neutral state in the talk with Bohl. The 
government in Kiev also intended to meet its obligations 
arising from the German-Ukrainian treaty on the with- 
drawal of the Soviet Armed Forces from Germany 
according to plan and within the set timetable. 


SPD Official’s Soviet Nuclear Weapons Concerns 
LD2212093791 Berlin ADN in German 0148 GMT 
22 Dec 91 


[Text] Frankfurt am Main (ADN)}—Norbert Gansel, 
foreign affairs spokesman of the Social Democratic Party 
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Genscher Praises Work 
21 Dec 91 
Mikhail Gorbachev. In a statement published in Bonn 


bachev will go down in history as a personality of historic 


' 


The Soviet president prepared the way for freedom and 
democracy of the peoples of Central and Eastern Europe 
and of the peoples of the Soviet Union, and his willing- 
ness for far-reaching disarmament measures has made a 
crucial contribution toward overcoming international 


“Our feelings are at one with Mikhail Gorbachev on this 
historic day, which is also of such personal significance 
for the president,” Genscher said, who according to the 
Foreign Ministry also addressed a “letter in rather per- 
sonal terms” to Gorbachev. 


Genscher Thanks Shevardnadze 


LD2212140291 Hamburg DPA in German 1223 GMT 
22 Dec 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher had a telephone conversation lasting over half 
an hour with his former counterpart Eduard Shevard- 
nadze today, the second time this week. He thanked 
Shevardnadze and Mikhail Gorbachev for their “historic 





Lambsdorff on Debt to Gorbachev 


which he himself had launched with courage and great 
energy. That was not without a certain tragic irony 
Lambsdorff said in today. 


Von Weizsaecker on Contributions 


LD2312102491 Hamburg DPA in German 0959 GMT 
23 Dec 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—President Richard von Weiz- 
saecker paid tnbute to the contributions made by former 


presiden 
behalf of the whole German people” for the “formative 
influence” which he had exerted on the process of the 
ing of Europe and of East-West relations, as well 
as the at worldwide disarmament. “We Germans 
owe to your political work the regaining of state unity in 
freedom and peace. The changes launched by you 
opened up the prospect of beneficial cooperation 
Europeans,” Von Weizsaecker writes. Not least the dis- 
armament initiatives linked to Gorbachev's name made 
the world a safer place. One grateful memory, Von 
Weizsaecker adds, was Gorbachev's “courageous con- 
ceptual power as well as the historic dimension of your 
thinking. | should be pleased if also, in the future, we can 
continue our exchange of views.” 


SDP Thanks Gorbachev 


LD2212150691 Berlin ADN in German 1248 GMT 
22 Dec 91 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)—In the view of Social Democratic 
Party [SDP] Chairman Bjoern Engholm, the Soviet 
Union foundered on the “unquenchable yearning of the 
people for freedom.” He said today that the newly 





tions for the free shaping of the life of the peoples, for an 
economic future of the peopies, as well as for social and 
economic progress. 


CSU Chief Shows Gratitude 


LD2212150191 Hamburg DPA in German 1259 GMT 
22 Dec 91 


[Text] Munich (DPA)}—In the view of Christian Social 
Union [CSU] chief Theo Waigel, the Germans owe the 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev a great debit of 


gratitude. The latter had opened up new opportunities 
for freedom and 


Germans the unity of our fatherland,” Waigel said today 
on the occasion of the founding of the Commonwealth of 
— States as the successor to the previous 


The fact that Europe today was on the threshold to a 
community of free peoples and confrontation was giving 
way to cooperation was due also to Gorbachev's achieve- 
ments. In his reform policy Gorbachev had, however, 
underestimated the striving for freedom and indepen- 
dence of the Soviet peoples and overestimated the scope 
for successful economic reforms within the socialist 
planned economy. Waigel, CSU chief and finance min- 
ister, described Gorbachev as a public figure “who 
initiated changes of world historical importance and who 
will occupy a worthy place in the history books.” 


Gorbachev's Role in Soviet Disintegration Viewed 


AU2312123391 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 23 Dec 91 p 4 


[Josef Joffe editorial: “Only With a Sigh”) 


[Text] One need not shed any tears over the disappear- 
ance of the Soviet Union because, after the Twelve-Year 
Empire, it was one of the most terrible monstrosities of 
this century. Its parents were old despotism and a 
modern doctrine of salvation that called itself “scientific 
socialism.” In its name millions of people were killed— 
not because they had committed any offense but because 
they believed or wanted something, or because they had 
ideas that were in contradiction with the one and only 
truth. For only a few brief months since the October 
Revolution, did the Soviet Union allow the world to 
breathe peacefully. The plights inflicted upon the world 
range from the invasion pact with Hitler in 1939 to 
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Soviet expansionism after World War II, from the sub- 
jection of Eastern Europe to the invasion of Afghanistan, 
from the 1962 Cuban missile crisis to the arms race of 
the seventies. The Soviet Union left the community of 
fairly responsible states in 1917. It knocked on their door 
again when Mikhail Gorbachev assumed office in 1985. 


Or should we nevertheless shed a few secret tears over 
the “former Soviet Union”? Despotism is “order,” even 
if in quotation marks. The question of who is in control 
of nuclear weapons represents a nightmare for the world. 
As early as in 1913, then commissioner for national 
minorities Josef Stalin was worried about this issuc: 
“What shall we do with the Mingrelians, the Abkhazians, 
the Adzharians, the Svans, and the Lazghis...?7” “Calm” 
prevailed between Vilnius and Viadivostok. One could 
live with Stalin's successors— bureaucrats and autocrats 
like Brezhnev. This period was characterized by occa- 
sional crises and power struggles. The cold war turned 
into a familiar ritual that resembled a bad marriage. 
Both sides had totally different dreams but shared the 
same bed. Both sides stockpiled nuclear weapons that 
prevented them every second from even thinking of the 
liberating strike. 


What will come after the “Good bye, Gorby”? History 
teaches us that no empire has died peacefully so far. In 
1914 the Habsburg and Ottoman Empires were both the 
targets and the driving forces behind organized atrocities 
known as World War I. However, when looking back at 
the beginning of the 20th century, a miraculous silver 
lining appears on the horizon behind which a monument 
becomes visible that history might erect to Gorbachev. 


li is true that Gorbachev did not aim at what finally 
happened. He did not want to abandon communism, he 
wanted to revamp it. He did not want to sink the 
“internal” and the “external” empires, he wanted to set 
them afloat again. However, history does not j the 
intention but the effect. Ironically enough, his failure 
might one day transport him to the pantheon of great 
historic figures: He presided over the dissolution of a 
monsirous empire without war breaking out. 


Referring to one of the toughest hawks, Reagan's 
Defense Secretary Weinberger, | predict that the USSR 
will not disappear with a bang but with a sigh. Apart 
from other things, including nuclear disarmament, the 
withdrawal from Afghanistan, and reunification, this is 
(so far) the historic accomplishment of a man whom one 
might describe as the Kerenskiy of the second Russian 
revolution. He was a half-hearted and hesitant revolu- 
tionary—ultimately an apparatchik—who only wanted 
to reform the fringes. However, he has achieved what has 
been inconceivable so far: He deprived a monster of its 
power withoui setting the world ablaze. 


Astonishingly enough, Boris Yeltsin is also pursuing this 
course. One does not know yet whether he is a populist 
autocrat or the initiator of a democratic new tradition. 
He seizes every piece of power purposefully and without 
shyness, but so far no shots have been fired. We are 
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excuse for those who do not support democracy. 


First Shipment of EC Moscow Emergency Aid Sent 
LD2312083491 Berlin ADN in German 0730 GMT 
23 Dec 91 


{Excerpts} Bonn (ADN)}—A Federal Luftwaffe plane 
carrying 15 tons of food and medical supplies left 
Cologne airport for Moscow this morning. Family 
Affairs Minister Hannelore Roensch (CDU) [Christian 


The Federal Government started another 50 million 
ulation of the Russian Volga Republic. The first aircraft 
carrying medical supplies left for Saratov on 20 
December. 


Access to Markets for USSR Republics Urged 
L.D2012172891 Hamburg DPA in German 1341 GMT 
20 Dec 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA/VWD)—Just a few days before the 
final disintegration of the Soviet Union, the Federal 





onal : 
Federal Economics Ministry announced on 20 
December that at yesterday's cabinet session, Minister 
Juergen Moellemann announced not only increased 
Western advice on economic reconstruction, but more- 


EC within the framework of the OECD, and within the 
circle of the seven most industrialized powers (G-7)}-—the 
United States, Japan, the Federal Republic, France, 
Great Britain, Italy, and Canada. An important topic at 
the economics summit in Munich in the summer of 1992 
will be cooperation with the republics and aid for the 
reforms. Moellemann announced that the G-7 eco- 

somics and trade aninisters, as well 0s thove of the Soviet 


iotintint 
Srovy Uden of tho Series Unior’s enoneme beganp 
worsened in 1991, it ‘ 


fe 
7c 
ei 
23 
i 
, 


the case of exports, and 45 percent for imports, i t 
The situation is not expected to turn around over the 
next few months, it continued. On the contrary, regronal 


offices of the German economy in the “important” 
republics is planned, for instance in St. Petersburg, it 
said. The ministry is preparing a plan for macroeco- 
nomic counseling for the states of Eastern Europe. 


NATO Concern on Soviet Nuclear Arms Viewed 


AU2012122891 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 20 Dec 91 p 4 


[“ky.” commentary: “A Race Against Time™)] 
[Text] U.S. Secretary of State Baker was unable to inspire 
his NATO colleagues with great courage. It is true that in his 


talks with the leaders of the four new nuclear powers, 
Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, and Kazakhstan, he was given— 
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more or less binding—promises that they will handle 
nuclear arms in a responsible way or that they plan to scrap 
them with Western help. Nevertheless, it 1s stili tao soon to 
heave a of relief. The entire concept of a Euro-Atlantic 
alhance of democratic, peace-loving nations continues to be 
based on many facts that are all too imsecure. 


It «8 unclear whether the nine republics of the new Com- 
monwealth of Independent States will really agree on 
collective and central control of the nuclear potential. It is 
unclear what thes system will look like in practice. Even the 


Finally, it 1s also unclear whether and how long the current 
Eurasian leaders will be able to maintain power. 


The only 
weapon the West has—to make recognition of the repub- 
soon 


lcs dependent on binding commitments—might 
turn out to be ineffective. If Eurasia sinks into anarchy, 


Yeltsin Promise of Honeckers’ Free Passage Sought 


LD2112143591 Berlin ADN in German 1406 GMT 
21 Dec 91 


{Text} Berlin (ADN)}—The Honeckers intend to leave 
the Chilean Embassy in Moscow only with a document 
signed by Russian President Boris Yeltsin which guaran- 
tees them free passage. “Everything else would be too 


the Berlin-published KURIER AM SONNTAG. 


Although Cuba is also prepared to accept the two, their 
intention, exit visas permitting, is “first of all to go to 
” There they could, as state guests, move into 
a house, the wife of the former GDR head of state said. 
Medical treatment would be provided by North Korean 
and Japanese doctors. 
Boris Yeltsin will have the final word on their departure. 
It is known that there were two views among his staff of 
advisors. “One favors extradition, one favors a human- 
itarian solution. From our viewpoint the outcome is 
plain Russian roulette.” 


Hungarian Finance Minister, Koh on Economics 


LD/912144691 Budapest Kossuth Radio Network 
in Hungarian 1100 GMT 19 Dec 91 


[Excerpt] German Chancellor Kohl described Hungary's 
economic performance as positive in his talks with 
Hungarian Finance Minister Mihaly Kupa. Gyorgy Ber- 
nath reports from Bonn. 
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* Petrochemical Firm Sale Procedures Queried 
92GE0106C Frankfurt/Main FRANKF JRTER 


ALLGEMEINE in German 25 Now 91 p 17 
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for the Schwedt chemical concern. In view of consider- 
able environmental problems; a great need for the mod- 
nomic risks in operating the refinery, the Trust Agency 
had to accept a sales contract for the Schwedt AG 
petrochemical combine that provided for “considerable 
specific performances” by the Trust Agency as the pre- 
vious owner. 

A spokesman for the Veba Oel AG confirmed over the 
weekend that the sales price for the refinery’s fixed assets 
had been DM1 billion. He also stated that nothing could 
be said now about the true purchase price since the 
balance sheet for the closing date is not yet available. The 
Veba/Dea consortium had obtained contractual guaran- 
tees from the Trust Agency that the closing date would be 
postponed until Sercember 1991. It is alleged that the 
purchasers have spent several 100 million DM of 
Schwedt's liquid assets to modernize the refinery, but 
that these withdrawals have had no affect on the pur- 
chase price. The nominal capital of the Schwedt chem- 
ical concern was listec as barely DM600 million in the 
opening DM balance sheet of July of last year. 


* Stagnant Inner City Investment Slows Economy 
92GE0108A Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 29 Nov 91 p 39 


[Article by “jfr.”: “Big Startup Problerns in Eastern 
Germany's City Centers: Real Estate Hoarding Instead 
of Capital Investments; New Legal Problems Caused by 
Trading With Restitution Claims”] 


[Text] Berlin, 28 Nov——While a forest of building cranes 
is growing in the surroundings of the cities in the new 
German laender there is hardly a sign of any capital 
investment within the nucleus of the inner cities—in 
spite of the major projects that have been announced. 
Many properties are being hoarded up by speculators 
who neither possess the financial resources nor the 
know-how to realize larger projects but envision enor- 
mous real estate profits. Applications for permits are 
piling up at the municipal agencies and are assuring that, 
just as in a traffic jam on the autobahn, nothing moves 
any longer. Being savvy in dealing with the authorities 
has almost become the essence of entrepreneurial 
achievements. Experts from eastern and western Ger- 
many reported about such a state of affairs at a Bernd 
Heuer management congress for executives on the sub- 
ject of “Real Estate Properties in Berlin's and Eastern 
Germany's Most Concentrated Areas.” 


They primarily opposed the point of view that speed was 
not an issue for investments in the new German laender. 
They feel that quite the contrary is true. The demand for 
real estate of any kind is so unbelievably great that the 
objects are being wrested out of investors’ hands. “Great 
speed is fairly a guarantee for extraordinarily high prof- 
its,” says Ulrich Pfeiffer, former head of the residential 
construction section in the Federal Construction Min- 
istry, and managing partner of the Empirica Gesellschaft 


priority ruling for investments before restitution claims 
does not apply to the majority of the properties. 


exchange 
Holding at the beginning of next year. 


The legal difficulties on custern German properties are 
likely to continue to cause problems in the future: 
Because of unresolved ownership issues, construction 
does not always take place at the most appropriate sites 
but rather anyplace where areas happen to become 
available. Since they are easier to obtain in the vicinity of 
the cities and produce less complicated infrastructure 
problems, investment activity is already brisk here—- 














particularly in retail real estate—while investment 
projects in the core areas of the city centers degenerate 
into an obstacle course. 


In Dresden alone the district president has before him 
applications for retail areas of almost one million square 


costes of eow ollie apame, ts thes fate agenent on 


weak tenants. 


capital investments that would best be left unmade. 
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* ‘Antifa’ Response Unproductive 
92GE0130A Hamburg DIE ZEIT (International 
Edition) in German 6 Dec 91 p 19 


[Article by Ute Knight and W Kowalsky: “Rituals 
That Smell of Mothballs: Antifa (Antifascist) Methods 
No Help for Xenophobia™) 


[Text] After the collapse of the real existing socialism, 
the FRG left has quickly found a new ficid of activity. 


ephemeral nature of the Le Pen phenomenon. were 
totally wrong; the right extremist “National Front” has 
meanwhile become established. 


revived old antifascist rituals from the 1930's. In the 
media, an expose journalism provided enough noteriety, 
but the unmasking actions were of no avail. On the 
contrary, Le Pen was able to broadly present on all! 
stations his theses on the “flood of immigration” threat- 
ening French identity. No one contradicted dim seri- 
ously, in the erroncous assumption that such infamous 
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insinuations would discredit themselves. When Le Pen 
complained about nsing criminality among foreigners, 
or about he aiudih domhemn 08 Gn violence in big 
cities, there were seldom any counterarguments. It is 
important to shed two complementary attitudes: namely, 
the uncritical approach to Le Pen, which clearly can have 
political intentions, and the categorical refusal to even 
concern oneself with such a covert “Nazi.” 

This silence of the other side can only be explained by a 
myth of the left: It is part of the standard repertoire of an 
enlightened left public that something that must not be, 
cannot be. Hence there is no connection between immi- 
gration and ballots for right extremists. Instead of studying 
the motivation of right extremist voters, they talked 
against supposed Nazi mentalities. They were backed up 
by polical scientists who reinterpreted the unresolved 
social problems of integration as a conflict of a political 
nature, as a fight against racists and “xenophobes.” 


We will soon confront the same problem in the FRG. 
Will a right extremist party succeed here in gathering the 
social dissatisfaction to itself and organize it in party 
form? The German-German unification process and 
internal party disputes have temporarily stopped the 
ascent of the “Republikaner.” But the finality of this 
stoppage is not at all certain for all right-extremist party 
formations. 


Finally, it must also be noted that the staging of tradi- 
tional Antifa rituals, no matter how honorable and 
high-minded the intentions of the participants may be, 
also has unintended effects. Denial of this fact can in 
future be taken as proof of secret complicity: Just as 
Semitism and anti-Semitism are mutually supportive, 
the camps of xenophiles and xenophobes unintentionally 
play into each other's hands. 


* Sports Programs Offer Hope 
92GE0130B Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 4 Dec 91 p 10 


[Article by Michael Bewerunge: “Out of Their Jump- 
boots and Into Gym Shoes; Berlin Social Workers Seek 
Access to Right-Radical Youth Scene Through Leisure 
Activities”] 


{Text} “That just cannot be for real,” says Uschi Roehr 
already for Gh euunnd no ond Gute bar bands on 
hips. The social worker stands in the basement of 
Lichtenberg train station in front of the “Tender,” the 
favorite hangout of “her” skinhead group, and waits. 
They were going to meet here at 1900 to play soccer, that 
is what they had arranged the week before. And now tall 
Atze is trying to sell her the story that all of them had 
already been here at 1800—even “with their sports 
outfits!” But meanwhile most of them had gone on to the 
gym in Friedrichsfelde. He himself had waited with two 
“comrades”—and had a drink. “Why are you even doing 
this sports thing?” he wants to know. “So that you get out 
of the ‘Tender’ for once and do something else besides 


The sports meeting is well received. Even the slowest of 
them chase after the ball eagerly and with great physical 
effort. “Here they have to bare themselves in front of the 


For nine weeks now, within the framework of a model 
project of the Lichtenberg “Youth Sports Club,” Uschi 
Rochr has been looking after the skinheads from the 
Lichtenberg “Tender.” Her expectations are realistio— 
and thus modest. “I cannot force anyone to come.” The 
“Youth Sports Club” is one of the few Berlin institutions 
that offer right radical youths a meaningful leisure time 
alternative without trying to reeducate them with a 
sledgehammer. Skinheads are to get space to develop 
themselves, where they have the feeling of being 

and can have experiences which strengthen 
their sense of self-esteem—without making asylum 
seekers pay for it. 


Heinz Annussek, head of the Berlin Office for the 
Protection of the Constitution, estimates that about 
5,000 to 6,000 skinheads, ready to do violence, live in all 
of Germany. Broken down according to old and new 
laender, this figure gains in explosiveness: About half of 
the toughs come from the territory of the former GDR, 
although only one-fifth of the German population lives 
there. The “quality” of the east German bomber-jacket 
faction is also different. The Office for the Protection of 
the Constitution considers them more aggressive, more 
brutal, and more racist than their western comrades. 
And they are more susceptible to neo-Nazi agitators. 


“In west Berlin before the turnaround there were 600 
skinheads, largely unorganized and unpoliticized, who 
lived in a kind of subculture, as did the GDR skinheads, 
who were around even then,” explains Annussek. Today 
there are 50) skinheads in all of Berlin, but half of them are 
motivated by right extremism. While the number of crim- 
inal acts with right-radical motives is rising, the age of the 








miscreants is dropping: “They are young and younger.” 
Three-fourths of the incidents occur in the eastern part of 
the city. But what is even worse: “Hoyerswerda has shown 
that west German neo-Nazis evidently have succeeded in 


| 
i 
: 


rivet 
i F 
Fe A : : 
a5 
i 
i 
f 


gr PER 
: 


bE 
H 
: 
i 
if 


. had 
interview with Honecker in Moscow. The 
mentary: “Papa, you once thought he was great.” 


In the skinhead groups, many find what they have lost: 
security, hierarchy, strength, and a view of life. In the 
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succeeded in getting together “Autonomists,” skinheads, 
and Vietnamese for a soccer tournament. At the end it 
got sticky, when intoxicated skinheads in the spectator 
ranks demanded: “You are not to play with the left, you 
are supposed to hit them in the snout!” Club chief Steger 
admits that one cannot organize something like that too 
often, it strains feelings too much. 


Another problem is the glaring lack of personnel. Not 
even the existing permanent in the Berlin bezirks 


can be staffed at the moment. Youth clubs, which have 
not been closed because of a lack of personnel, often 
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deteriorate into nothing much better than a place to get 
warm. Furthermore, there are also fears of contact with 
right radicals, which are cultivated not only by sections 
of the public, but suprisingly enough also by many social 
workers. Such youth work is considered meaningful, but 


* Minister on Post, Telecommunications Reform 


[Text] Bonn, 25 Nov—By holding discussions with both 
coalition and opposition parties, Post and Telecommu- 
nications Minister Christian Schwarz-Schilling wants to 
resolve the basic question of a constitutional amendment 
concerning the three spheres of postal services by next 
spring as a prerequisite for a second postal reform. The 
minister this goal in the course of a discussion 
with the FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE. The deci- 
sion on amending Article 87 of the Basic Law would 
have to be made carly next year, so that “Postal Reform 
Il,” as Schwarz-Schilling calls his scheme for partial 
privatization, can still be realized during the current 
session of parliament. 
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The minister justifies his goal of rapid change by the considerable financial relief for the three enterprises 
claiming that every day of delay would cost dearly. A _—_ offered by the finance minister's waiving of the turnover- 
review of the 1988 postal reform—assessed by Schwarz- related postal levy within the laender, 


paramount 
and international operations of telecommunications and 


than they did last summer. The debate over a second 
postal reform, according to the minister, should not be 
restricted to a discussion of existing civil service rights or 
whether a certain number of bureaucrats should or 
should not be employed by the postal service. It is certain 
that, even after the relaxations introduced by the first 
postal reform, the administration of postal services is 
still too handicapped by civil service rules. 


Schwarz-Schilling maintains that, given the existing laws 
governing the postal and telecommunication services, 
the bottleneck of capital funds—exacerbated even more 
by unification—cannot be removed by the Federal Gov- 
ernment alone. Although the postal minister talks about 


of a minority interest by private 
parties. The 
the of waiving 2.76 billion 
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Government ‘Welcomes’ New CIS Organization 


AU2212202491 Paris AFP in English 2009 GMT 
22 Dec 91 


[Text] Paris, Dec 22 (AFP)—France Sunday [22 
SeeiMitth eteened the tists af 9 tramemaids 
Independent States, in place of the Soviet Union, fol- 
lowing the accord signed by 11 former Soviet republics 
in Alma-Ata, Kazakhstan. 


Speaking on the TF! television channel, French Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas, said “a real organisation” was 
emerging at a time when ‘ene cou tas Gal euemeiian 
was going haywire and that the former union was giving 
way to chaos.” 


“Russia has taken the lion's share” in the new organisa- 
tion, the minister said, but he acknowledged that the 
problem of the control of nuclear weapons was only 
“partly settled.” 

Even if for the time being “things are going normally and 
peacefully, that doesn’t mean all problems are settled,” 
he said, adding that: “the economic and social situation 
is worsening, especially in the larger cities” and in the 
poorer southern republics. The West will have “to make 
a very big effort to help people over this difficult pass,” 
he added. 


Dumas Addresses Cabinet on Alma-Ata, USSR 


LD2112165391 Paris Antenne-2 Television Network 
in French 1200 GMT 21 Dec 91 


[Text] France is following what is happening in Alma- 
Ata. Roland Dumas spoke about this in a cabinet 
meeting this morning. In fact, the cabinet meeting was 
brought forward because of the Christmas holidays and 
was held on Saturday morning. Dumas informed his 
colleagues and the president on the situation in the 
Soviet Union. Here is a direct dispatch by Francois 
Brabant: 

[Brabant] There are two reports by Roland Dumas in the 
cabinet meeting this morning worth noting, the first 
regarding the Alma-Ata Summit. Dumas stated that 
France wou'd like the newly formed sovereign republics 
of the fecmer Soviet Union to agree to conclude the 
disperss: of nuclear weapons on what used to be USSR 
territory. These republics must manage to set up a joint 
organization particularly regarding defense, he said. 
France wants this, | quote Dumas, so that Eastern 
Europe may find a new equilibrium which would repre- 
sent a factor of peace for the whole of Europe. 


Mr. Dumas then spoke about Yugoslavia: France is 
willing to again approach the UN Security Council to ask 
for Blue Berets to be sent to Yugoslavia in areas which 
may be affected by the conflict, he said. This step may be 
taken jointly with Great Britain, Belgium, and at the 
suggestion of the EC partners. 
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These are the main points of the two reports presented 
by Mr. Roland Dumas who is still at the Elysee—the only 
minister not to have left—and who is probably dis- 
cussing the USSR situation with President Francois 
Mitterrand. 

The next cabinet meeting, the first in 1992, will take 
place on 3 January. 


Mitterrand Invites Mikhail Gorbachev to Paris 


LD2112193691 Paris France-Inter Radio Network 

in French 1800 GMT 21 Dec 91 

[Text] This morning, President Francois Mitterrand had 
a 40-minute long conversation with Mikhail 
Gorbachev, during which Mitterrand invited the former 
Kremlin leader to come to Paris. Gorbachev reportedly 
answered positively. This exclusive information was 
given to us a few seconds earlier by our permanent 
correspondent in Moscow, Ulysee Gosset. 


Mitterrand, Tunisia’s Ben Ali Conduct Talks 


LD2212133891 Tunis Tunisian Republic Radio 
Network in Arabic 1700 GMT 20 Dec 91 


[Excerpts] President Francois Mitterrand and Tunisian 
President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali held talks yesterday at 
the Elysee Palace that continued during a dinner ban- 
quet. Both countries’ foreign ministers also attended the 
banquet given by Mitterrand in honor of his excellency 
the president. 


The Presidency's official spokesman said thai these 
talks, which fall within the framework of the continuous 
consultation between the two presidents, dealt with the 
excellent French-Tunisian relations, the progression of 
economic cooperation in light of the great orientations of 
the eighth plan; and bilateral projects which are sched- 
uled to be achieved cither within the framework of 
partnership, or with French participation in financing 
them. Both countries’ intent will be combined to consol- 
idate cooperation between them. It is this intent that the 
two presidents have affirmed during their meetings in 
Paris and Tunis. 


On this occasion, the official spokesman said that both 
sides, the Tunisian and the French, signed the comple- 
mentary agreement to the 1983 and i988 agreements 
pertaining to the conditions of work and residence of the 
Tunisian community. The agreement stipulates that the 
privileges of the Joxe [former French Interior Minister] 
Law embrace the Tunisian community, in addition to 
new privileges to the members of their families. This 
embodies the significance of this matter in the relation- 
ship between the two countries: Tunisia’s desire to 
ensure the best of care for its citizens abroad; and the 
securing of their rights and dignity. [passage omitted] 


Ben Ali and Mitterrand affirmed the need for the uniting 
of the efforts of all sides for the sake of reaching a 
peaceful solution to the existing crisis between Libya and 
some Western countries. 
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As for the Middle East peace negotiations, they 
expressed their hope that these negotiations would wit- 
ness a faster mode, as well as their desire to push this 
course for creating a suitable framework for finding a 
just and comprehensive solution to all the regions’ 
issues. [passage Omitted] 


Mitterrand’s Popularity Falls to 22 Percent 


AU2212145291 Paris AFP in English 1424 GMT 
22 Dec 91 


[Text] Paris, Dec 22 (AFP)}—Not even a quarter of the 
French are happy with their President Francois Mitter- 
rand, who proved the most unpopular French head of 
State in more than two decades in a poll published 
Sunday. 


Just 22 percent of those questioned said they were 
satisfied with Mitterrand while 65 percent disapproved 
of him, compared with 28 percent and 57 percent 
respectively a month ago, ing to the poll carried 
out for the JOURNAL DU DIMANCHE by the IFOP 
institute. 


High unemployment and recent revelations that thou- 
sands of people were given blood contaminated by the 
AIDS-causing HIV virus in transfusions were seen as 
factors in Mitterrand’s low standing, which began to 
decline sharply after he made Edith Cresson his prime 
minister in May. 


The same poll found that 57 percent of people disap- 
proved of Cresson as against 53 percent last month, a 
drop of four points which was not countered by a rise in 
her approval rating from 19 to 20 percent. 


* Reduced Military Service Costs Calculated 
92ES0283A Paris LE MONDE in French 5 Dec 91 p 30 


[Text] A senate report estimates the cost of reducing the 
military service to 10 months at 600 million francs [Fr] 
for 1992. Francois Trucy, the senator from Var who 
wrote the report, observes that this is only the financial 
cost. Since there are no appropriations to cover this 
increase in the 1992 defense budget, the senator con- 
cludes that this initiative, to be applied as of | October, 
also involves a psychological cost that “will be reflected 
in a further deterioration of the conditions” under which 
conscripts and officers perform their military service. 
In view of the fact that the length of service is no longer 
a year, Mr. Trucy believes that there should be 1.2 
recruits for every item that is currently budgeted for one 
conscript. 


He reports: “When this multiplier coefficient is applied to 
a certain number of fixed or proportional costs, it will have 
the following effects: an increase in current operating and 
maintenance costs of about Fr$0 million; increased expen- 
ditures on munitions, fuel, and miscellaneous training 
expenses which will initially amount to Fr200 million; and 
infrastructure expenses needed to absorb the 20 percent 
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increase in the call-up, which can be estimated at Fr600 
million to Fr700 million over three or four years, or Fr! 50 
million to Fr200 million a year.” 


To these amounts, Mr. Trucy believes that we must also 
add additional expenditures linked to the increase in the 
balance owing after the tenth month to volunteers for 
long service, or Fr! 90 million. 


three armies should in fact lose 20,900 men in 1992 
(17,000 in conscripts alone), which will entail a financial 
impact of Fr573 million. 


The Price of an Atlantic 2 Plane 

to Mr. Trucy’s calculations, this increased 
cost of over Fr600 million for a 10-month service can be 
compared to the budgeted price (purchase, taxes, main- 


tenance, spare parts, and training of crew) of an Atlantic 
2 _ for maritime surveillance and antisubmarine 


this purely financial cost is added what the senator 

“a psychological cost.” “From now on, the most 

valued jobs will go to the long-service volunteers,” he 
~ 


junior Scr alican will tnen to ceuthauen fear aaa 
quetay @n epuaatinn @ dhestensd cards, @illo 2 Ge 
same time their own troops are reduced in size. 


* Leclerc Tank Schedule Acceleration Urged 
92ES0283B Paris LE MONDE in French 27 Nov 91 p 1 


[Text] To win export markets, the GIAT-Industries 
group that manufactures ground weapons has asked 
the French Army to accelerate by nearly two years the 
establishment of its first Leclerc tank regiment in the 
hopes of creating a “showcase” to attract foreign 


| 


Despite the pressures, Defense Minister Pierre Joxe has 
just turned down an offer to buy the “export” version of 
the Mirage-2000 from the Dassault, Matra, and Thom- 
son-CSF companies that are competing similarly. In his 
way, the chief executive officer of the GIAT Industries 
group, Pierre Chiquet, imitated them, because a piece of 
equipment has a much better chance of selling abroad if 
it has first been purchased by the French Armed Forces. 
Speaking before the defense committee in the National 
Assembly, Mr. Chiquet recently said that he believed it 
was “ to have a regiment of Leclerc tanks in 
France before 1994 in order to facilitate GIAT- 
Industries export effort.” GIAT-Industries’ CEO 
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if the start-up of the program is not affected by a 


eration between countries are involved, and this goes 


Leclerc, including Saudi Arabia (for 500 tanks), the 
—— (390), Sweden (120), and Qatar 
(50). 


A Global Expenditure of 63 Billion Francs 


Establishing a French regiment by 1994 would entail 
moving the schedule up by two years. At the rate of its 
annual orders, placed in driblets,’ the Army cannot hope 
to have a fully operational regiment before 1996. A 
regiment of this sort would consist of 80 Leclerc tanks on 
the line, divided into two groups of 40 each (instead of 
the 52 or the 70 AMX-30 B2 tanks the armored regiment 
currently has, depending on whether it is based in France 
or in Germany). Three years can lapse between the order 
and delivery. The Leclerc program, with 800 tanks on 
contract for France, represents a global expenditure 
(including research, development, and industrialization) 
of 63 billion francs [Fr]. The demands being made by 
GIAT-Industries are linked to the fact that the program 
was originally for 100 Leclerc’s a year for France's needs, 
whereas the current plan is to set the rate at less than 40. 
This reduction by more than half in the military plan- 
ning targets has a devastating effect on the operation's 
industrial data. 


With a sales volume of Fri | billion estimated in 1991 for 
about 18,000 employees, GIAT-Industries has drawn the 
conclusion that it needs the national seal of approval to 
export, despite a declining arms market. Its export 
orders amounted to Fr850 million in 1989, Fr3.7 billion 
in 1990, and Fr3.5 billion for the first nine months of 
1991. “The group's policy is to protect this position 
despite the decrease in budget orders,” Mr. Chiquet 
explained to the deputies. Although he did not say so 
explicitly, he views the formation of a French regiment 
of Leclerc’s in 1994 as a way of helping his industry to 
present its equipment and train crews for the benefit of 
foreign customers. 


Footnotes 


1. In 1989, the first year of the contract, France ordered 
16 Leclerc tanks. It ordered 10 in 1990, 12 in 1991, and 


probably 30 in 1992. 
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* CFE Treaty Effects Explained, Analyzed 
92ES0283C Paris LE MONDE in French 
28 Nov 91 p 12 


eliminate gross disparities in weapons between the East 
launch large-scale, surprise offensives. 


the agreements in situ. From 


For assault tanks, which weigh at least 16.5 tons and are 
armed with at least 75 mm guns, France declared that it 
had 1,343, whereas the authorized limit is 1,306. This 
means that it will have to get rid of 37 vehicles in this 
category. 


For artillery guns, the caliber of which must be at least 
ee 
1,292). 


Taking inventory of French armored assault vehicles is a 
more delicate matter, since it has more armored troop 
transport vehicles (VBTT) and vehicles carrying heavy 
weapons (VCAL) than it is allowed to have under the 
treaty. However, for infantry armored assault vehicles 
(VCBI), the ceilings imposed by the treaty are well above 
the vehicles it has in operation. But overall, France has 
declared 4,177 armored assault vehicles, and the treaty 
allows it 3,820. This means that it will have to destroy 
357 vehicles in the AMX-13 family in the 40 months 
following ratification. 
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For fighter planes, the ceiling was fixed at 800 for the Air 
Force. Putting together all the different models of its 
Jaguars and Mirages (the Alpha-Jets and Fougas are 
excluded from the treaty), France is very far from the 
maximum allowed. No reductions were imposed on it by 
the CFE treaty. 


Finally, for combat helicopters (assault and support 
helicopters), France cannot have more than 450 by the 
year 2000, and it declared 418 at the time of the 


negotiations. 


The CFE treaty also provides for inspections of regi- 
ments or air squadrons, depots, logistical facilities, and 
sites for destruction of excess materiel, in the form of 
two complementary types of controls in another country 
and on French soil. These area controls are arranged 
every year and they vary in length on the basis of the type 
of inspection and the place. France is in the process of 
setting up an inspection unit at Creil Base (in Oise), that 
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Yeltsin Makes ‘Pitch’ for Republic Recognition 
AU1912211091 Paris AFP in English 2050 GMT 
19 Dec 91 


[Report by Jean-Paul Cadoret] 


[Text] Rome, Dec 
Yeltsin made « 


This satisfied the second major goal of Yeltsin's visit— 
economic aid. The Italian aid credits, totalling 1.5 tril- 
lion lire (1.25 billion dollars), were originally targeted for 
the central Soviet Government as part of a five trillion 
lire (4.7 billion dollar) five-year aid package announced 
during a visit in November last year by Gorbachev. 


But the funds were frozen following August's hardline 
Communist coup attempt against Gorbachev and con- 
cerns here over Moscow's ability to honor its debts. De 
Michelis said the decision to free up the funds for Russia 
followed pledges by the republic's leadership to honor 
Soviet debt obligations. 

Yeltsin, who received a red carpet welcome here. said in 
a radio interview that he believed “Russia would be 
reborn and become a great power” under his leadership. 


Yeltsin's spokesman Pavel Voshanov said Gorbachev 
“may not have totally realized what has changed.” “At 
the end of the year, all structures of the Soviet Union will 
cease to exist, including the agencies of the Soviet 
presidency, which will not be funded after December 
30,” Voshanoy told a news conference. Gorbachev must 
“definitely make decisions for his future” after a meeting 
of leaders of republics starting Saturday in the Kaz- 
khstan capital Alma-Ata, he said. “But maybe in his 
heart he is hoping for something to happen,” Voshanov 
added. 


Voshanov said Gorbachev “can be criticized for a large 
number of mistakes” but “his future will not be like the 
one of certain other leaders who quit politics.” He did 
not elaborate. 


Questioned on the nuclear armament issue, Voshanov 
said that “launching codes for strategic arms “have been 
under the control of the Soviet president and the Soviet 
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defense minister up to now.” [quotations marks as 
received) But Russia was already “able to control the 
process,” he said. 


Embassies of the disi Soviet Union “represent 
Russia,” he said, adding that for the time being no 
diplomat would be replaced. 


Yeltsin said his talks in Rome with President Francesco 
Cossiga and Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti had 
yielded “results beyond our expectations.” 


While he was here, a decree was published in Moscow 
which Yeltsin had signed just before his departure 
annexing the Kremlin and ali assets of the Soviet presi- 
dency to Russia. 


At a luncheon hosted by Cossiga, Yeltsin said he could 
not see “any solution other than the dismantling of the 
Soviet Union because the central government had 
appeared as the oppressor of freedom.” 


However he stressed that control of Soviet defense and 
nuclear arms would remain in the hands of “one central 
organization.” The problem of nuclear weapons in sev- 
eral republics was a main issue of concern to Italian 


After talks with Andreotti in the prime minister's office 
in Chigi Palace, Yeltsin walked to the nearby House of 
Deputies, and on the way stopped to chat with a crowd of 
about 300 bystanders who peppered him with questions 
about Gorbachev's future and the nuclear threat. 
Looking relaxed and good-humoured, he said Gorbachev 
would have “no problems” and “we shall never use the 
atomic bomb.” 


On Friday Yeltsin is to meet Pope John Paul Il at the 
Vatican. He is expected to invite the pope to visit Russia. 


He is also due to hold talks with the chairmen of the 
state-owned groups IRI [Institute for .he Reconstruction of 
Industry] and ENI [National Hydrocarbons Corporation], 
as well as FIAT head Giovanni Agnelli and the leader of 
the Italian employers’ association, Confindustria. 


Joint Declaration Signed 


AU2012162891 Rome ANSA in English 1547 GMT 
20 Dec 91 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, December 20—Italy and Russia 
“intend to develop close relations of friendship and 
cooperation and establish permanent, intense and mutu- 
ally advantageous dialogue for that purpose” said a joint 
declaration signed by Premier Giulio Andreotti and 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin, nearing the conclusion 
of his two-day visit here. 

The document marked the de facto transfer to Italo- 
Russian relations of the princples of friendship and 
cooperation contained in the declaration signed here a 











FBIS-WEU-91-246 
23 December 1991 


little more then one year ago by Andreotti and Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

In the new deciaration, Italy and the Russian Federation 
refer to what are described as the essential workings of 
the European Community, NATO, the Council of 
Europe and the Conference on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe and reiterate their unconditional respect for 
the princuples of the United Nations Charter. 


The process of arms reduction and arms control is 
mentioned in the document as an “essential factor” in a 
new European security system. 

Against the backdrop of the close ties of economic 
cooperation established with the signing of the docu- 
ment, Italy pledges to “provide a concrete contribution 
to the development of Russia's market economy in all 
sectors.” 


Bilaterally, the two sides cited as priority areas industry 
and energy, the conversion of arms industries, commu- 


nications, agriculture and scientific cooperation. 


Italy also confirmed its preparedness to “participate 
concretely and in an important day in financial support 
action for reforms in the Russian Federation in the 
framework of actions pursued by the Group of Seven 
industrialized nations and the EC.” In this connection, 
Russia agreed to “develop cooperation with existing 
European institutions” across the board. 


Also covered in the declaration are the set-up for regu- 
larly scheduled consultations on bilateral and multilat- 
eral issues and “regular contact between the foreign 
ministers of the two countries.” Diplomatically, the 
document said Italy and Russia “agree to regulate the 
issue of diplomatic and consular relations in a pragmatic 
way.” 


Also Thursday [19 December], Foreign Ministers Gianni 
de Michelis of Italy and Andrey Kozyrev of Russia 
signed a joint statement on cooperation in the conver- 
sion of Russian war industries in which the satisfaction 
of the two sides was voiced for the “start-up of joint work 
by Italian and Russian enterprise” in this field “on the 
basis of the Italo-Soviet joint statement signed 
November 30, 1989." 


Also yesterday, Italy freed for the Russian [word indis- 
tinct] a credit line worth more than 1.2 billion dollars 
originally extended to the Soviet Union, in December 
last year during Gorbachev's visit here, and then frozen 
at the time of the unsuccessful Soviet coup in August. 


(Word indistinct] his first day in Rome, Yeltsin met 
Chamber of Deputies Speaker Leonilde lotti and was 
greeted at the Lower House by a Christian Democrat 
deputy, Orazio Sapienza, on behalf of the pan-European 
association and the committee for the defense of democ- 

racy in the Soviet Union of which Supienza is a member. 


The Defense Committee was formed August 20, in the 
immediate aftermath of the failed right-wing coup in the 
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crumbling Soviet Union, beled ensepected ecsnemic 


The deal which was seen as expressing renewed confi- 
dence in the new leadership in Moscow will allow for 
investments to increase VAZ productivity, with a target 
of up to a million more cars per year. Fiat said it was 
hoping to develop a new car for the Russian markei 
which would also prove competitive for export to 
western markets. 

Yeltsin said “ in ” had also been 
reached with the state ps IRI [Institute for the 
Reconstruction of Industry] and ENI [National Hydro- 


Russian electricity supplies to Italy,” Yeltsin said. 
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Talks with ENI focus on Russian gas and oil supplies. 


a Russian diplomat said the “foremost result of the visit 
certainly is Russia's de facto recognition by a major 
western nation before the Alma Ata meeting.” 

Russia will be recognized “within the next few days in 
coordination with other European Community mem- 
bers,” Italian Foreign Minister Gianni de Michelis said. 
Yeltsin was to meet with Pope John Paul Il for talks 
expected to focus on peace and religious freedom in the 
former Soviet Union before flying on directly to Alma- 
Ata late Friday. 

A Vatican official said the Vatican's key interest was that 
guaranteed by the law on freedom of conscience passed a 
year ago by the Soviet parliament. 


A Soviet source here said Yeltsin could also be carrying 
a message for the pope from the Russian Orthodox 





Cossiga Sends Messages to Gorbachev, Yeltsin 
23 Dec 91 


this will continue “in the interest of 
freedom, (?di ) between peoples and nations and 
with respect for human rights.” 
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Cavaco Silva Outlines Tasks of BC 
LD2212090591 Lisbon RDP Internacional 
in Portuguese 1300 GMT 19 Dec 91 
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Embassies in Kiev, Minsk Could Be Established 


LD2212200191 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network 
in Finnish 1900 GMT 22 Dec 91 


{Interview with Foreign Minister Paavo Vayrynen by 
unidentified correspondent, broadcast on Finnish Tele- 
vision, on 22 December—recorded] 


[Text] According to Foreign Minister Paavo Vayrynen, 
Finland is idering opening embassies soon in Kiev, 
the capital of the Ukraine, and Minsk, the capital of 
Belarus. Finland is prepared to recognize all the states of 
the former Soviet Union which have now declared 
themselves independent as soon as they ask for it, 
Vayrynen said in an interview for television news. 
[Vayrynen] Presumably they will all ask for recognition, 
and it is natural that they will all receive recognition. 
(Unidentified correspondent] Is it enough for Finland to 
have an embassy only in Moscow, or should one be 
opened first in Minsk and then also in the other capitals 
of the republics? 


[Vayrynen] We will have to consider this matter in the 
very near future. First of all, Kiev and Minsk are on the 
agenda as places of new embassies; the others can 
possibly be taken care of by subsidiary accrediting, 
maybe even these. This is still to be considered. 


* Devaluation’s Causes, Economy Impact Viewed 
92ENOI1SA Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 17 Nov 91 p B3 


[Article by Teemu Luukka: “Devaluation Has Moved 
Finland Closer to Banana Republic Group™] 

[Text] Devaluation is worsening Finland's sharply rising 
foreign debt. Contracting foreign debts is a sign that 
companies are being ineffectively managed, the national 
and the municipalities are developing more welfare 
services than they can afford, and people are buying 
more than they produce. 


The contraction of foreign debts demonstrates that Finns 
are living a life which a country that produces raw 
materials and semifinished products does not seem to 
afford unless it can fleece fabulous profits out of its big 
neighbors. 

Industria ‘sts cannot refrain from complaining and 
pushing for help through devaluation, even though the 
government has rapidly reached decisions that transfer 
billions from wage earners to companies. This too is an 
indication of the level and structure of Finnish industry. 


Finland's foreign debt is so big that our great grandchil- 
dren will still be paying for the big investments and 
consumption of the 1980's. Our future generations may 





kaa, whereas in 1985 it was still only 50 billion markkaa. 
Next year the entire debt burden will grow even without 
devaluation because the state's need for contracting 
debts is as much as from 40 to 50 billion markkaa. 


Devaluation has increased the markka value of the 
foreign debt by the percentage of devaluation, 14 per- 
cent. So, the Finnish national economy's debt has grown 
from 150 billion to 171 billion markkaa all at once. 





a rate of interest of 10 percent. 


Finland Is Living at the Mercy of Foreigners 


Interest payments show up in the balance of trade, which 
gives an account of the annual additional amount of 
indebtedness. The trade balance deficit has to be covered 
by foreign investments made in Finland. 


Finland will contract about 25 billion markkaa more in 
foreign debts this year. This trade balance forecast was 
made before devaluation. 


The interest payments on the trade balance deficit easily 
account for the biggest portion of this. Export revenue 
would therefore have to be at least 25 billion markkaa 
higher than import expenditures before just the growth 
of the debt could be halted. 


Finland will not be able to reduce its debts quickly 
because the state and business firms simply do not have 
the money. First, the trade balance has to be gotten over 
to the plus side, in which case the net debit would no 
longer grow. Finnish firms and banks are scarcely 
capable of paying their debts at a very rapid rate. 
According to the gloomiest estimate, counting in the 
stock market companies, the loss will amount to 10 
billion markkaa this year. 
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Devaluation is reviving exports, or at least exports are = Finland's net foreign debt accounts for 35 percent of its 
ing more profitable than before, so that the trade export revenue. The debt accounts for 30 percent of the 


tion would improve firms’ net income by 250 million, 


that is, the devaluation that has now been i Peru, Yueosi:via, Venezuela, Nigeria, the Philippines, 
S anbroving lumber companies’ net income By 5.5 Finland. On a par with Mexico's debt level and 
very great 


very thin-skinned investors Se ee? SS ee unions are 
mionenetewteaeernfaiatne ST enema eae 
the interest rate is high Throughout its entire (MT K) is doing so in lumber prices. If this old Finnish 
recent history, Finland has paid additional custom holds true again, Finland will soon really come 

control of investors as a banana 


decision: A Finland that is outside the EC can scarcely  W8* Taises will disappear in high rates of inflation and 
ever again believe that we will not devaluate here. i 
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2. Volatility = average fluctuation of stock prices 





Norway for, among other things, export to Norsk Hydro which 
manufactures artificial fertilizers. 


[Correspondent Christina Gustafsson] It was revealed 
recently that the Soviet authorities had used nuclear 


Prior Mine Nuclear Explosions Kaise Concern charges when they detonated explosions in the Kola 
LD2212114191 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network Peninsula ph ate mines. Now the Norwegian 
in Swedish 1700 GMT 19 Dec 91 National Nuclear Inspection Board has turned to the 


Russian authorities and demanded to be allowed to 

inspect the mines, because the artificial fertilizer manu- 
[Text] [Announcer] Several nuclear explosions occurred —facturer, Norsk Hydro. imported its raw material exclu- 
in the Russian phosphate mines in the Kola Peninsula sively from these mines. te was then used 
near the border of Norway and Finland during the for the manufacture of artificial fertilizers, which are 
seventies and cighties. Phosphate has been mined here used in food production. 
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Key: — 
1. Week's Distribution 


la. Total value of traded shares: 126.29 million markkaa 


ib. JVKT: 3.8 million markkaa 
lc. Restricted shares: 77.29 million markkaa 


2. Unrestricted and foreign shares: 45.2 million markkaa 


3. Weekly value of traded shares over the year 


3) Vuoden vaihto viikoittain 
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Norsk Hydro stated that they took measurements of 
radioactivity and have not found any exceptional radia- 
tion levels. The Nuclear Inspection Board apparently 
does not quite trust this information and, therefore, now 
demands to be allowed to inspect the mines themselves 
and to conduct its own measurements. Knut Gussgaard, 
director of the National Nuclear Inspection Board, 
regards the nuclear explosions as so worrying and serious 
that the matter must be investigated by the board. 


Yesterday, Norsk Hydro and the Nuciear Inspection 
Board had a meeting, but it cid not calm the inspection 
authorities’ fears. After that came the demand by the 
board to conduct its own inspections. The nuclear explo- 
sions occurred between 1972 and 1984. 





Poll Shows Conservatives Continue To Gain 


92P20086A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
14 Dec 91 p 3 


[Article by Morten Malmo: 
and Sp Lose” } 


ee ] The seen pee ee carried out by 


“Conservatives Gain, SV 


nion A/S for A TEN showed that the 
Socialist Left Party [SV] and the Center Party [Sp) are 
losing ground. The Party [A] is standing still at 
approximately 30 percent, while the Conservative Party 
[H] is increasing its voter support as it did in November. 


This poll was taken 9-11 December and is based upon 
1,004 telephone interviews. Opinion A/S asked the fol- 
lowing two questions: “If there were a Storting election 











FBIS-WEU-91-246 
23 December 1991 


tomorrow, which party would you vote for?” and “Did 
you vote in the 1989 Storting election: If so, which party 
did you vote for?” As usual, the results must be inter- 
preted within a 2.5-3.2 percentage point margin of error. 
The largest parties have the highest margins of error. 


strengthened by today’ is, 
however, with its 14.1 percent, still well above its Sep- 
tember election result. This is, on the other hand, not the 
case for the Center Party. While the party got 12 percent 
of the vote in the election, this poil gives the party 10 

is 


The Labor Party continues to struggle hard and gets a 
figure of just under 30. This is a “harsh Christmas present” 
from the people to the governing party and can only mean 
that Norway's undetermined relationship to Europe, high 
unemployment, and all the “crises” continue to make 
popularity growth difficult. In addition, there is a signifi- 
cant uncertainty centered around the new tax reform. The 
party has clearly not received any plus points for the bank 
rescue operation and low inflation. 


For the Conservative Party, on the other hand, the situa- 
tion is different. Since the election, this party has increased 
its voter support from 21.9 to 24.8 percent. The distance 
from the Labor Party has dwindled month by month and is 
now just under five percentage points. The Conservatives 
have also been well served by their clear standpoint on EC 
membership, their criticism of the government's economic 
policy, and their criticism of the budget compromise 
contracted between the Labor Party, the Christian People’s 
Party, and the Center Party. 


Poll results for the 1989 Storting elecuon, the 16 
November 1991 poll, and the 14 December 1991 poll 
were as follows: Red Electoral Alliance—, 0, 0.9; 
Socialist Left Party, 10.1, 15.4, 14.1; Labor Party, 34.3, 
30.0, 29.7; Liberal Party, 3.2, 2.2, 1.9; Center Party, 6.5, 
11.6, 10.0; Christian People’s Party, 8.5, 8.5, 8.2; Con- 
servative Party, 22.2, 23.7, 24.8; Progress Party, 13.0, 
8.3, 8.0, Other, 2.2, 0.4, 2.4. 


* Estonia Opens Honorary Consulate in Oslo 


92EN0139D Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
30 Nov 91 p 14 


[Article by Elisabeth Holte: “Estonia Back With Consu- 
late in Norway™] 


[Text] “Whether you like it our not, Estonia has always 
felt itself to be a Nordic country, with the same basic 
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values,” said Foreign Minister Lennart Meri yesterday 
ae a a 
since 1940. 


Regarding the unrest in Swedish and Norwegian political 
circles over the recent war veterans’ demonstration in 


Meri also gave a speech yesterday al the Norwegian 
Foreign Policy Institute's seminar on the new security 
policy situation in and around the Baltic Sea. 


Few People 


After the agreement on resumption of diplomatic rela- 
tions between Norway and the three Baltic countries of 
27 August, yesterday was the second big day in Norwe- 
gian-Estonian relations, with the blue-black-and-white 
flag on the pole in Lysaker, in the suburbs of Oslo. By the 
very fact that Estonia's foreign service continues to 
count fewer than sixty persons and as funds are severely 
limited, there is no Estonian embassy in Norway for the 
time being. Estonia's ambassador in Copenhagen will 
therefore also cover Norway and, for the present, there 
will be an honorary consulate, with Arve Roys Stranden 
as consul and with offices in the Granfos Industrial Park 
in Lysaker, that will deal with current practical matters. 


Today, Roys Stranden is information chief for the Civil 
Air Directorate but, beginning with the new year, will 
return to his position in the communications firm Geel- 
muyden Kiese A/S. This is the first time since 1940 that 
Estonia has had a diplomatic representation in Norway. 
Approximately 40 Estonians live in Norway today. 


In view of the faci that Foreign Minister Thorvald 
Stoltenberg is on holiday, it was Trade Minister Bjorn 
Tore Godal who received Meri for a short orientation 
meeting. 


The Estonian reported on the acute supply problems his 
country finds itself in, both with regard to oil for heating 
and gasoline for public means of transport, feed for the 
cattle that are to provide for the vitally important 
production of meat, and medicines. When Meri left 
Tallinn they had only enough gasoline and oil left for 
between two and twenty days of use, cattle must be 
slaughtered in order to keep other cattle alive, and there 
is almost no aspirin to be bought. The constantly more 
chaotic situation in the Soviet Union is having cata- 
strophic consequences for the agreements that were 
made on continuing deliveries of raw materials to 
Estonia and intensive work is being done to find alter- 
native supplies through a hard winter. 











Sweden 


* SDP Attack Signals End for Bildt ‘Honeymoon’ 


* Cooperation Chances Viewed 
92EN0149A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 17 Nov 91 p 2 


{Editorial: “End of Honeymoon; Government Should 
Not Become Infected by Nonsocialist Euphoria at 
Timbrodagen”™] 


[Excerpts] “[When] we are living in the common market 

we will be part of a growth boom not experienced since 

the 1950's and 1960's,” Prime Minister Cari Bildt pre- 

dicted at Timbrodagen on Thursday. He said “we stand 

at the beginning of an extended period of rapid global 

growth” as a result of “a worldwide liberalization pro- 
cess.” [passage omitted] 


But, at the same time, the government must avoid 
becoming infected by the nonsocialist euphoria that 
pervaded Timbrodagen. Projects and problems of a 
different sort than those determining the current polit- 
ical mood will reassert themselves. The things that move 
us forward today will present new problems tomorrow. 


If Bildt is right in his prediction of high growth, we will 
have increased environmental problems, especially if the 
nations of Europe compete for investment at the lowest 
possible taxation. ry tide ten 
consumption, not to education, healthcare 

mana off the envisnamat, cid to Conteal and fen femane 
and the third world, etc. 


There are limits to the political possibilities. We are 
reminded daily of the tensions within the government 
coalition, even before cutbacks in the social security 
system have been put on the agenda. Four to five billion 
must be taken away from health benefits. How? What 
sacrifices will employees or employers be required to 
make? 

There will be no hundred days of political truce. After 
the government chose to conduct a unilateral and aggres- 
sive bloc politics—as Ingvar Carlsson, Allan Larsson, 
and Odd Engstrom view it—there can be no unity on the 
restructuring of ATP [National Supplementary Pensions 
Scheme] or any continued fidelity to tax reform. 


Is a collapse unavoidable? Even the policies of the Social 
Democrats [SDP] have been in recent years “nonsocial- 
ist” under pressure of a harsh economic reality. Carl 
Johan Aberg, social democratic economist and AP 
[National Pension Insurance] Fund manager, said in 
DAGENS NYHETER, 16 November, that the govern- 
ment was on the right track and that its strategy for 
economic growth makes it possible to tolerate an 
increase in the budget deficit over the short term. “I 
hope that Wibbic will be able to do it. She appears to 
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have the mettle it requires.” From the technical stand- 
point, there is no strong reason for Ingvar Carisson to 
stride into battle. 

The government should of course be ready to put out a 
little extra effort to maintain good connections with the 
opposition. There are good reasons for this. Bildt said in 
the election campaign that the pension reform issue 
should occur consensually beyond the limits of the 
coalition bloc. The Social Democrats think that workers’ 
fund capital should, in this event, be preserved as a part 
of the ATP system. 


In itself, this would be an acceptable price for a stable 


that the Social Democrats are ripe for the radical alter- 
ation of the system this requires. That will have to be 
ascertained. If the message is negative, the government 
will have to proceed on its own and reform both the 
funds and the pensions. 


* Tax Proposals Rejected 
92EN0149B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 21 Nov 91 p 6 


[Article by Claes-Goran Kjellander: “End of a Long 
; Social Democrats Criticize Nearly All 
Points of Government’ s Economic Policy} 


[Text] —_. rejection of the government bill and 
disallowance of the government's economic policy on 
virtually all points. 

Packaged in very condensed form, it is the Social Dem- 
ocrats’ first big proposal since the change in governments 
dealing with the direction of economic policy. 

The Social Democrats are simultaneously renouncing 
cooperation with the Liberal Party on the tax issue. 


“The government is using the economic problems as a 
pretext for putting through a change in the system,” 
Ingvar Carisson summed up. 


The proposal deals not only with the issues found ‘5 ° 
current government bill, but also with matters the . - 

ernment is contemplating for the coming year. The part» 
already is opposing upcoming cutbacks in the local 
districts in 1993-94 and to all thoughts of a continued cut 
in Capital taxation. 

By offering more aid to building and labor market policy, 
the party sees a possibility for holding down unemploy- 
ment. Whoever will not do this intentionally foster 
unemployment, Carlsson contends, raising a debate rem- 
iniscent of the one ten years ago when Thorbjorn Falidin 
became enraged over similar accusations. The break- 
down of the tax issue is most clearly attributable to the 
fact that the Social Democrats favor an index-pegged tax 
scale—that last, important piece of the puzzle that 
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Kjell-Olof Feidt and Bengt Westerberg shaped together. 
The Liberal Party went along with raising the percentage 
of people who must pay national taxes, and the Social 
Democrats accepted the tax scale with an adjustment for 
inflation and an increase in real wages. 


The agreement raises the ceiling on the group that pays 
only local taxes by 9.8 percent in 1992. The Social 
Democrats wani to limit it to 4.6 percent. This would 


rates for the A-Funds [unemployment funds] shouid not 
be raised; interest deductions should be held at 30 
percent, investment subsidies for construction 


500 million kroner per year be invested in edu- 
cation and research; the child allowance should be raised 
in compliance with earlier decisions, and that the AP 
Funds should get a freer hand in investment and have 
access to the revenues from the workers’ funds. 


At the news conference, Carlsson accused the nonso- 
cialist government of intentionally fostering unemploy- 
ment, above all through cutbacks in the building sector. 
The government “is crushing housing construction,” he 
said. 


Thoughts of Inflation 


“The Social Democrats reason as in Strang’s time 
[finance minister in the 1960's}—higher marginal taxes 
are not so important.” 


Sighing, Finance Minister Anne Wibble commented on 
the economic proposal of the Social Democreis. 


“Now they are back to their old superstructure policies, 
the things that lead to higher interest rates, unemploy- 
ment, and inflation. It is incomprehensible that they 
have not learned anything in 15 years, even now and 
then forget what they wrote themselves in the Supple- 
mental Bill as recently as last spring. 
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* SDP Economy Pian Viewed 
92EN0149C Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 21 Nov 91 p 2 


picture of an economy in severe and deepening crisis 
would have stood in all too glaring contrast to his 
description of the economy before the election. 











grappling 
suede dealin aaian oie WDE ek tall aes @ coe 
su>port which surpasses its own expectations. 


The economic proposai the Social Democrats presented 
on Wednesday has an underlying message for the 
Swedish people: Forget our years 


nt 


public allowances were allowed to expand so quickly 
from the mid 1980's that the export industry was 
deprived of real resources for its expansion. Nor is it 


pnw at pp polly BnnBng moe Fy 
opposite of “work policy.” Forgotten even is the fact that 
unlimited expansion of social security edged invest- 
ments out of the Social Democratic government budget. 
The Social Democrats are now returning to the old 
Keynesian view of economic policy, it stresses subduing 


Campaign proposal is 


purchase shares of stock, the equivalent 


taking edventags of he epponition’s apecial propegnads 
opportunities. For governing, the policy is demonstrably 


* Center Party Defection Danger for Bildt 


* Johansson Warns on Taxes 


92EN0137A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 19 Now 91 p 7 


Report on interview with Center Party leader Olof 
by Dick Ljungberg: “Taxes Disturbing: Olof 
Johansson Leery of Big Decrease”) 


[Text] Olof Johansson, Center Party leader, is consid- 
ering reopening discussions in government circles on the 
tax scale for the year 1992. “We cannot currently afford 
to lower taxes even a little bit,” he feels. 


The issue was raised at the Center Party's big advisory 
council which gathered on Monday in order to discuss 
the election results, government programs, and the 
future party organization. 


The Center Party would like to see the cost to the 
government of the 2-percent adjustment in real wages, 
included as part of the tax reform, applied to other things 
it considers more favorable to distribution policy. 








Own Party Issues 


struck within the context of the government. 
“The government formulates collective decisions, but it 


Preferably the message of the party and the government 
run parallel, but one may hit a situation where a Riksdag 
PY ee ce ee ee oe 
If a Riksdag group takes a supportive stance on a 
government proposal, it is that which counts. 

“For that reason, it is so very important to discuss these 
issues .” said Johansson. “That has not always 
been the case in the first weeks of the government, and 
on that point | have asked for improvement.” 


* Party Cooperation Sought 
92EN0137B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 19 Nov 91 p 7 


[Article by Dick Ljungberg: “The Center Party Issues 
Invitation To Join™) 

[Text] It is desirable to revive cooperation in the Swedish 
political middle between the Center Party, the Liberal 


| 


This was stressed in a postelectoral analysis that Ake 
Pettersson, Center Party secretary, presented at the advi- 


in the rural districts and in the smaller densely populated 
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bee Ht 


logical reflection suggests. They mirror something 


Unfortunately, the SIFO polls are not so innocent as 
they have an effect. 
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On former UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar’s role 
in the Cyprus issue once he withdraws in January, he 
would rather assume the role of special negotiator. 


Upgrading Relations With Former USSR Urged 


NC2312114091 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS 
in Greek 23 Dec 91 p 3 


policy on the Cyprus issue which at least would not allow 
any action that might be directly harmful. 


We noted earlier that Turkey hastened to recognize 
overnight the Soviet republics which declared indepen- 
dence! We also stressed that we should ponder this 
matter carefully in order to develop a policy, and plan 
closer contacts with the new states which wili claim seats 
in the United Nations and which would nct want at this 
time to contest UN decisions or violate Security Council 
resolutions while they are applying for accession and at 
the same time for recognition by other forces such as the 
United States and the EC. This is a positive correlation 
which we should not fail to exyloit when Ankara and 
Denktas are trying and already infiltrating such republics 
(Uzbekistan, Kirghizia, Tatarstan, Turkmenistan, and 
others) in order to create a broader arrow of Muslim 
nationalities against us. 


The fact that our ambassador in Moscow was received 
cordially and gained Azerbaijan's support for the Secu- 
rity Council resolutions on the Cyprus issue and accep- 
tance of the invitation for that republic's foreign min- 
ister to visit Nicosia is precisely indicative of what we 
can achieve if we upgrade our programs in this direction 
and develop the appropriate diplomatic endeavors. 


ICO Decision, Greek Cypriot Unease Discussed 
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The Cyprus problem game is played with words. That is 
why the Turkish Cypriot side insists on an agreement 
of the Turkish Cyprict community, not on Greek Cyp- 
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in Turkish 1400 GMT 22 Dec 91 


from the 


and the banquet. This was requested by President 
mov. Ankara’s decision to recognize all the republics 


Soviet National Anthem during banquets given in honor 
declare their independence from the Soviet Union 


The practice of displaying the Soviet flag and playing the 
Moscow. As such, they will be converted into embassies 


Another meaningful development was the absence 
been seen as one of the most important steps Turkey 
general in 
embassics. 


taken thus far. 
istry in Ankara, not with the Turkish E 


Censulates To Function Like Embassies 
consula 
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ion lik 
general will be affliated directly with the 


President Karimov. 
USSR Ambassador Albert 
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ial visit in Our country as the guest of President 
Turgut Ozal, held his first meeting with Ozal today. They 
Cetin, Turkish Ambassador to Moscow Volkan Vural; 
(Amangeldi Vurariyev), Kyrgyz state secretary and 
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installations. They will visit izmir on Tuesday and 
istanbul on Wednesday. They will leave the country on 


7TA2312084091 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network 
in Turkish 2100 GMT 22 Dec 91 


republics as well as the new Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States on the basis of mutual interests and nghts. 


The president added: The economies of Turkey, which 
has covered a significant distance on the road to indus- 
trialization, and Kyrgyzia, which has a rich potential, 
can complement one another. This presents a significant 
opportunity for beneficial cooperation, which will con- 
tribute positively to the prosperity and happiness of our 
peoples 


Oral declared that should Kyrgyzia wish to benefit from 
Turkey's experience in changing its cconomy, every 
possible assistance will be extended to it. 


In turn, Akayev welcomed the fact that Turkey was the 
first country to recognize Kyrgyzia. Akayev noted that 
the cultural affinity between the two countries consti- 
tutes an important advantage for the enhancement of 
relations. Pointing owt that the aim is to spread private 
ownership to all parts of the country and into all ficids. 
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[Interview with Kyrgyzstan President Askar Akayev by 
CUMHURIYET correspondent Fatih Yilmaz in Bish- 
kek, date not given] 

[Text] [Yilmaz] What does Turkey mean to Kyrgyzstan? 
[Akayev] We are closely following Turkey's achieve- 


ments. We want to develop our economic and cultural 
cooperation with Turkey. Turkey's historic ties and its 
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tives have been taken. | believe that this will contribute 
significantly toward developing our relations. 


Foreign Minister Returns From EC, NATO 
1742112202691 Ankara TRT Television Network 
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[Text] Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin has said that the 
end of the cold war marks the beginning of a new era in 
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Possible Mediation Role in Afghan Talks 


NC2112163191 Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 
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Disclosing that | million people have been killed and 
another |.5 million maimed in the internal war, Sarwar 
asserted: “The war has also significantly damaged the 
country's economy, most of its sesources being used for 
military purposes. Infrastructure installations have been 
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